
The Department of Education, School of Social Sciences and 
Humanities (SSH) organized a seminar describing 
“UNESCO’s operations in Pakistan” on January 26, 2008. 
Jorge Sequeira, Director General UNESCO, was especially 
invited to the University of Management and Technology 
(UMT) to speak about the various activities being undertaken 
by UNESCO in Pakistan. Dr Hasan Sohaib Murad, Rector 
UMT, Dr Khalid H Qamar, Dean SST, Professor Abdus 
Samad, Dean SSH, senior faculty members and management 
officials were also present on the occasion. 

The distinguished guest received a warm welcome at the Uni-
versity campus. Senior Professor Dr Abdul Rashid Kausar 
presented a brief on UMT. This was followed by a presentation 
by Jorge Sequeira who introduced himself and gave a sum-
mary of the role of UNESCO in various development activi-
ties. He also gave a comprehensive overview of educational 
projects in Pakistan and discussed the possibilities of collabo-
ration between UMT and UNESCO on various projects. He 
explained that UNESCO was active at central and provincial 
levels in partnership with NGOs, universities and research cen-
ters. Dr Hasan Sohaib Murad, Rector UMT, spoke on the occa-
sion and presented his views regarding new initiatives being 
undertaken at UMT. He emphasized the need to take stock of 
education and research on world civilization, the importance 
of working towards sustainable development, and elaborated 
UMT’s involvement in the Globally Responsible Leadership 
Initiative (GRLI).

UNESCO Director General Visits UMT

A question and answer session was also held and the partici-
pants raised several thought provoking questions concerning 
UNESCO activities in Pakistan. The resulting discussion and 
sharing of views helped to clear the concepts of all those present 
regarding the range of development initiatives being under-
taken by UNESCO. A shield was also presented to the distin-
guished guest by Dr Hasan Sohaib Murad.

We hope that the visit by the UNESCO Director General will 
open avenues of mutual collaboration between UMT and the 
UN body on various development related issues in the educa-
tional sector of Pakistan. Such contacts provide an opportunity 
to share expertise and information on a broad range of issues 
and should be encouraged at all levels.
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I begin by wishing you all a belated very happy New 
Year, though there’s little to be happy about with the 
way things are at present in the country. 

While UMT has gotten of to a busy start with the 
advent of the New Year, the world too remains much 
preoccupied with situations that threaten to go out of 
control and destroy the peace of mankind. By the time 
this issue goes into print, the situation in our own coun-
try may have gotten even worse with the increasing 
frequency of bomb blasts taking place in our cities. 

The US led war on Iraq shows no signs of abating any-
where in the near future, and they are already 
embroiled in another war in Afghanistan. There is the 
growing threat of war with Iran as well, and who knows 
where all this might lead us. The danger of other coun-
tries taking a cue from the US example and launching 
similar so-called pre-emptive strikes on countries they 
perceive as a threat to their national security could 
result in further aggravation of the already precarious 
situation, resulting in great devastation and untold 
disaster. It seems as if the entire world has been 
afflicted with madness. Sane voices are being stifled. 
Those who are talking sense are being brow-beaten and 
ridiculed. What has this world come to, for surely it 
seems that madness is on the march.

Despite the looming darkness that threatens to destroy 
world peace, there is still the indomitable human spirit 
that gives everyone hope and allows us to go on with 
our lives. We were able to hold the general elections in 
the country and the winning political parties have 
shown tremendous courage and wisdom in forging 
together to form a coalition government. It is the prayer 
of the entire nation that the new government once 
formed will survive its full term of five years. The 
results of the general elections auger well for the coun-
try as it promises the beginning of democratic dispen-
sation leading to the strengthening of national institu-
tions and return to the rule of law. 

Interestingly, the beginning of this year has been an 
eventful one with so much happening around us. In 
UMT too, much has happened in the past couple of 
months that warrants mention in this issue of the news-
letter. There was a spate of seminars held at the cam-
pus; new students joined us for the Spring 2007/08 
semester commencing from February 2008; training 
sessions were organized by the Office of Human 
Resources for the employees; the students of MBA 
(Batch 38) hosted a farewell dinner for the outgoing 
students of MBA (Batch 37); and UMT was visited by 
the Director General UNESCO, and a two-member 
delegation from Poland. A 35 member delegation of A 
level students and faculty members of Beaconhouse 
also visited UMT during this period.

Finally, UMT News is now an 8-paged publication, and 
while we are proud of this achievement, we are also 
thankful to members of the UMT community who have 
supported us through their editorial contributions from 
time to time. We continue to look forward to more input 
from faculty, staff and students to make UMT News an 
even greater success. So keep sending us material for 
publishing and avail of this wonderful opportunity to 
communicate your point of view, or simply share your 
ideas and experiences on any subject having relevance 
to the UMT environment or education in general. This 
is your chance to be heard.

  - EK

UMT officials listening to the presentation by Jorge Sequeira

Dr Hasan Sohaib Murad, Rector UMT, presenting
 a shield to Jorge Sequeira, Director General UNESCO

Rector UMT and Chairman Center for 
Globally Responsible Leadership (CGRL) 
Dr Hasan Sohaib Murad has appointed 
Muhammad Nazim, Assistant Professor at 
the School of Business and Economics 
(SBE), as Director General CGRL for a 
tenure of three years with effect from 
January 1, 2008. The appointment is 
subject to approval from the Board of Governors (BOG). We 
wish Professor Nazim every success in his new role and 
responsibilities and hope that he and his team will set up 
excellent standards of professionalism worthy of emulation by 
their peers.

The CGRL is being established under the Globally Responsi-
ble Leadership Initiative (GRLI) of the European Foundation 
for Management Development (EFMD). The University of 
Management and Technology (UMT) is among the pioneering 
group of GRLI and is also a member of EFMD. The center is 
being set up to engage UN global compact, international donor 
agencies, and the corporate sector at local, regional, and inter-
national levels to create awareness about leadership impera-
tives in the wake of increasing globalization, environmental 
issues and sustainability, and corporate social responsibility. 

Muhammad Nazim appointed 
Director General CGRL

Establishment of UMT 
Consulting (UMTC)

Dr Hasan Sohaib Murad, Rector UMT, has 
appointed Muhammad Amir Qureshi, 
Assistant Professor at the School of Busi-
ness and Economics as Director General, 
UMT Consulting (UMTC) for a tenure of 
three years, with effect from February 1, 
2008. This appointment is subject to 
approval from the Board of Governors. The 
UMT community wishes Muhammad Amir Qureshi all the best 
in his new role and responsibilities.

The aim of UMT Consulting is to provide leadership to prospec-
tive clients and actively engage in providing professional, state 
of the art, pertinent, and effective solutions to their problems, 
leading to knowledge based decision making for their organiza-
tions. 

UMT Consulting will provide management consultancy, head 
hunting, research, survey, and policy formulation services to a 
wide variety of clientele from energy, engineering, financial ser-
vices, government, defense, healthcare, food, professional ser-
vices, retail, education, telecommunication, chemicals, 
pharmaceuticals, textile, automotive and construction sectors. 
Management consultancy services would encompass all major 
disciplines of management.

A very warm 
welcome to our

new students



Dr Hasan Sohaib Murad inaugurating The Knowledge School Project

The Institute of Leadership and Management (ILM) Trust has recently launched a 
network of schools spread across the country. Known as “The Knowledge School”, the 
project aims to provide quality education to youngsters while facilitating investment in 
school education. Dr Hasan Sohaib Murad has kindly agreed to become the Chairman 
of the project while Professor Muhammad Aslam is working as the CEO. The school 
project has received a remarkable response from investors and The Knowledge Schools 
have been planned in quite a number of cities. The project promises quality schools from 
Play Group to Class X with focus on holistic development of students while providing 
sound moral foundations.

ILM Trust launches The Knowledge 
School Project

Orientation seminars Spring 2008 

Dr Khalid H Qamar, Dean SST, addressing the participants of the 
orientation seminar 

Dr Tashfeen Azhar, Dean SBE, speaking to new students of SBE 

Professor Abdus Samad, Dean SSH, speaking to new students of SSH

Ahmad Raza on international expert 
panel

Ahmad Raza, Research Fellow, School of Business and Economics (SBE) at the 
University of Management and Technology, has been appointed as one of the members 
of an international panel of experts. His appointment resulted after a screening process 
that involved 500 experts, practitioners, public officers and university professors from 
around the world. The appointment came as a joint invitation from Prof Dr Francesco 
Javier Carrillo, Director, Center of Knowledge Systems and the World Capital Insti-
tute, Mexico, and Rory L Chase, Managing Director Teleos and General Editor, Journal 
of Knowledge Management, UK. The MAKCi (Most Admired Knowledge City) Study-
2008 is a collaborative research effort by a global panel of experts drawn from the field 
of knowledge based development and management, and knowledge cities. The study 
aims to evaluate, assess and analyze the complex processes of knowledge based devel-
opment in different communities and societies of the world. 

Ahmad Raza’s participation in the study is not only a source of pride for our country but 
will also enhance the international research profile of UMT. The UMT community 
congratulates their learned colleague on this achievement and prays that his contribution 
to the study is well received by his peers and research associates on the project.

Orientation seminars for the Spring 2008 semester were held at the UMT purpose-built 
campus. The seminars were attended by a large number of students. The orientation 
seminars provided an excellent opportunity to the new students to familiarize them-
selves with the academic environment and get to know their teachers.

Orientation seminar for UMT Evening Programs Spring -1, 2008

Syed Shahid Hussain, Head ASU, Evening Programs organized the orientation seminar 
for the new students. The proceedings began with a recitation of a few verses from the 
Holy Quran. Dr A R Kausar, Director General UMT Evening Programs, gave the 
welcoming note and delivered a brief lecture on future perspectives of evening pro-
grams. He also introduced the program advisors and explained their roles in academic 
life at UMT.

Sana Ullah, Assistant Professor and Director Executive Learning Programs, spoke on 
issues related to UMT policies, dress code and other general rules and regulations that 
students have to follow during their stay at the University. At the end, the students were 
registered for the Spring-1, 2008 session. They were also taken on a round of the campus 
by their respective program directors and advisors.

Pictorial highlights of orientation seminars

Pictorial highlights of the orientation seminars for new students of various programs of 
the School of Business and Economics (SBE), the School of Science and Technology 
(SST) and the School of Social Sciences and Humanities (SSH) are given below.

Obituaries
Some members of the UMT community suffered the loss of their dear ones. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with them and members of their families.

• The father of A G Ghaffari passed away on February 3, 2008. Inna Lillah-
e-Wa Inna Ilih-e-Rajioon.

• The mother of Farukh Zahur, Senior Resident Manager, Regional Office 
Sialkot passed away on January 2, 2008. Inna Lillah-e-Wa Inna Ilih-e-
Rajioon. 

May Allah bless the souls of the deceased, place them in heaven and give the 
bereaved families strength to sustain the great loss. Our heartfelt condolences 
are with the families and kin of the deceased. 

 Dr A R Kausar presenting a shield to Lt General (Retd) Muhammad Iqbal

An inspection team comprising of Lt General (Retd) Muhammad Iqbal, Chairman 
Accreditation Committee, Higher Education Department, Government of the Punjab, 
Prof Dr Abdul Raouf, Member Accreditation Committee, and Noman Jamil, Section 
Officer, visited the UMT campus on December 19, 2007 in connection with the inspec-
tion of campus facilities for the approval of two new faculties viz Faculty of Engineering 
and Sciences and Faculty of Textile. The Committee was highly satisfied with the 
academic progress of the University and recommended the case to the Patron for final 
approval. 

Inspection team of the Higher Education
Department visits UMT

Dr Shahbaz Arif nominated as convener 
curriculum development

Prof Dr Muhammad Shahbaz Arif, Chairman, Department of English Language and 
Literature, School of Social Sciences and Humanities (SSH) has been nominated as the 
convener of curriculum development for BE/BSc Engineering by the Higher Education 
Commission (HEC) of Pakistan. He has already developed English courses for MBA 
and BS 4 years computer programs at the University of Sargodha. He is also a member of 
the English National Curriculum Revision Committee, expert member in the Evaluation 
of Journals in English in Pakistan, as well as evaluator of subject textbooks at postgradu-
ate level at HEC. We congratulate Dr Arif on his appointment and hope that he will do 
well in his new assignment.
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Participants of the workshop attending the session

professors from various universities of 
Lahore attended the event. 

 
Mushtaq Mangat, Assistant Professor at 
UMT, and other UMT faculty members 
and MPhil and PhD students also attended 
the workshop. They benefitted from the 
learning and training in advanced 
applications in citing and referencing. 
Vice Chancellor, Punjab University and 
Director IBA thanked Abid Shirwani and 
appreciated the efforts of IRP for the 
promotion of research culture in Pakistan. 
They also offered their full support for 
research promotion in all future endeav-

Dr Muham-
mad Shahbaz Arif, Chairman, Depart-
ment of English Language and Literature,

The Office of Information Technology 
(OIT) supports the university faculty, 
administration and participants by 
providing a wide range of IT related 
services. OIT provides infrastructure, 
central support, advice, e-mail, FTP 
services and applications to facilitate 
learning and research. 

Broadly speaking, OIT fulfills all 
computing needs of the University. It 
maintains over 2800 e-mail accounts of 
staff and students. In fact, every member 
of the UMT community utilizes the 
services offered by the OIT. These 
services have undergone considerable 
expansion and upgrading in the past few 
months and a new state-of-the-art 
network has been set up for the purpose-
built campus.

OIT maintains a network of over 1300 
nodes that includes data and voice 
networks. The data network is a gigabit 
network that is powered by 6 MB Internet 
bandwidth. It is now connected to the 
HEC network through the Pakistan 
Educational Research Network (PERN). 
This is a recent acquisition and is an 
enhancement over DSL. PERN allows 
access to digital library resources and is 

Infrastructure

Office of Information Technology (OIT) upgrades services

the main reason for the recent addition in 
the provision of such resources to the 
UMT community. 

There are plans to set up a video confer-
ence lab in the near future. Video 
conferencing is extremely important for 
anyone interested in virtual study as it will 
eventually provide access to lectures 
from international universities. 

The OIT team ensures the security and 
privacy of data maintained over the 
network. Regular data backups are made 
by the OIT team. It is also important to 
note that there are separate teams to 
manage the technical issues and network 
services. The enhanced infrastructure is 
made possible through the following.

a) XEON servers with dual processor 
capability.

b) Two tier network for more reliability 
and security.

c) OIT maintains a data bank which is a 
centralized resource base where a 
number of uninstalled software are 
available for research and for day-to-
day use. The 30 GB databank has 
more than 250 different software for 
use by students and staff. 

d) With storage capacity of approxi-
mately 5 tera bytes, the University 

provides maximum storage to 
participants and its staff. This facility 
is available both locally and interna-
tionally over the Wide Area Network 
(WAN).

e) Hotspots (wireless network connec-
tivity) are available in few areas of 
the University campus. These are in 
the process of expansion and will 
eventually be available everywhere 
in the university premises. At present 
this service is available in the 
following locations within the 
campus.

• First floor North Block. Area 
around IPC Lab.

• First floor Center Block.

• Ground floor South Block. Area 
around E-Labs. 

Everyone can access the network on their 
notebooks and cell phones within these 
locations.

One of the major achievements of the 
Office of Information Technology (OIT) 
is the development of the Participants 
Information Management System 
(PIMS). This software has been devel-
oped over a period of 5 years and main-
tains the record of students from the time 
they take admission into UMT to their 
actual graduation. 

All student record is now fully computer-
ized. A complete record is kept of courses 
taken by the student, registration, fees, 
course examination information, results, 
exam attendance etc. Moreover, PIMS 
also helps to maintain the Participants 
Help Desk that provides online study 
related information (such as fees, results, 
registration, etc) to students and their 
parents.

Participants Information 
Management System 
(PIMS)

OIT team members working at the server end of the data centre

OIT team member checking the 
distribution side of the data centre

The faculty of the University of Manage-
ment and Technology participated in a 
one day workshop on ‘Citing and 
referencing using EndNote ®’. The 
workshop was for Harvard, MLA and 
APA styles and was held on February 9, 
2008. Abid H K Shirwani conducted the 
workshop in collaboration with IBA, 
University of the Punjab.

The workshop was inaugurated by Dr 
Ehsan Malik, Director, IBA and was 
honored by the presence of the Vice-
Chancellor of Punjab University who 
distributed certificates and also gave the 
closing remarks. Research associates, 
lecturers, assistant professors and 

Workshop: Citing and referencing 
using EndNote® 

Research is an integral ingredient of 
academic activities at the University of 
Management and Technology (UMT). 
University faculty encourages all its 
students to participate in research 
activities. The following research papers 
by MS/PhD Management students have 
been accepted in international confer-
ences.

• Seemal Nuaman Azhar’s paper titled 
“Impact of non-financial incentives on 
job satisfaction of employees in 
banking sector of Pakistan” was 
accepted for presentation at the 
International Colloquium on Business 
and Management Conference held in 
Bangkok on November 19-22, 2007.

• Khurrum Aziz Fani’s paper titled “An 
Analysis of Consumers Perceived 
Importance of Organizational Factors: 

Research papers by MS/PhD Management 
students

An Empirical Analysis of Automobile 
Industry of Pakistan” was accepted at 
the Asia Pacific Management Confer-
ence 2007 that was hosted by Monash 
University of Australia.

• Saima Ahmed’s paper titled “An 
Exploratory Review on Micro Finance 
Endeavors in Case of Pakistan” was 
presented in the COMSATS Interna-
tional Conference on “Management for 
Humanity and Prosperity” held on 
January 2-3, 2008 at the Pearl Conti-
nental Hotel, Lahore.

We are proud of the high academic caliber 
demonstrated by our students as their 
papers have been accepted by prestigious 
international forums. We wish them all 
the best in their future research endeavors 
and hope that they will bring a good name 
to their alma mater during the course of 
their professional lives.

Future developments

• Student Teacher Learning 
Management System

One of the most important future 
development projects at the OIT 
includes the setting up of a Student 
Teacher Learning Management 
System (STLMS). This will be a 
portal where teachers and students 
will have full access to all learning 
resources. The portal will facilitate 
mutual collaboration between 
teachers and students. It will allow 
students to upload quizzes and 
assignments. Content management of 
notes and handouts will be made 
possible through this system.

• Admission system

In future, all admissions to the 
University will be done on-line. A 
comprehensive system is being 
developed for this purpose.

Muhammad Ilyas Ansari, Assistant Professor, School of Social Sciences and 
Humanities (SSH), participated in a talk show that was broadcast on Royal TV in 
mid January 2008. The talk show focused on the prevailing political and 
international situation related to Pakistan following the assassination of Ex Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto. Academia from University of the Punjab and the 
University of Management and Technology (UMT) participated in the talk show. 
Ilyas Ansari discussed the external and internal situation of Pakistan and 
consequences of the “War on Terror”. He also discussed the role of China and the 
USA in global and regional politics and its impact on Pakistan.

Muhammad Ilyas Ansari in TV Talk Show 3



 Faculty members pose for a group photo at the conclusion of the workshop on
 demonstrating ownership and initiative

Waqar Ahmed conducting the workshop on professional excellence 
in customer services

 Management staff photographed together at the conclusion of the workshop on 
demonstrating ownership and initiative

A group picture of the participants of the workshop on 
making an SPSS difference

Participants of the workshop on creative and innovative teaching pose for 
a picture at the conclusion of the session

 Neelam Yousaf, Officer Training and Development, receiving a certificate from 
Dr Hasan Sohaib Murad, Rector UMT

Office of Human Resources (OHR)
organizes training workshops
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The Office of Human Resources (OHR) 
organized training workshops for faculty 
members and management staff in February 
2008. Human resource training is important 
for developing the abilities of the individual 
employee and for meeting future human 
resource needs of any organization. The 
need for conducting effective training 
exercises for UMT staff had been felt for a 
long time and OHR deserves commendation 
for initiating the training exercise.

A workshop on Demonstrating Ownership 
and Initiative was organized for faculty 
members on February 8-9, 2008 in the UMT 
Board Room. Waqar Ahmed and Mobin-
ul-Haq conducted the workshop.

The workshop equipped participants with 
confidence and courage to take initiative by 
developing in them a high level of owner-
ship. Participants were encouraged to come 
up with creative ideas to bring about positive 
changes in the University. The faculty 
members came up with various suggestions 
leading to expansion in the schools and other 
education related activities. During one such 
exercise, they were asked to come up with 
innovative ideas. Many ideas were floated 
but the majority bought the idea of setting up 
research desks.

Management staff attended a workshop on 
Professional Excellence in Customer 
Services on February 15, 2008 in the UMT 
Board Room. Waqar Ahmed was the trainer 
during this workshop.

This was an interactive workshop that 
helped participants understand that 
customer care comes from within an 
individual. Cultivating a culture of “Cus-
tomer First” increases the desire to provide 
excellent service to customers and co-
workers alike. The workshop inspired and 
motivated participants to go beyond 
“Customer Care” and genuinely strive to 
bring a smile on the co-workers’ face. 
Participants were shown different video 
clips and were asked to analyze peoples’ 
responses in various situations. They also 
took part in many exercises designed to 
promote better customer service.

A workshop on Demonstrating Ownership 
and Initiative was organized for manage-
ment staff on February 20-21, 2008 in the 
UMT Board Room. Waqar Ahmed and 
Mobin-ul-Haq were the trainers of this 
workshop. 

An attempt was made to train participants to 
learn to think out of the box and analyze the 
opportunities and threats in a positive and 
confident way. To achieve these objectives, 
the participants were asked to take part in 
both mental and physical challenges that 
tested their abilities. Some of these activities 
were quite competitive while others were 
seemingly meaningless but had underlying 
themes. All discussion of ideas was 

followed by practical application of the 
concepts. For example, in one session, the 
participants were asked to identify problem 
areas in the functioning of the University 
and come up with creative solutions to fix 
them.

Members of the faculty of the School of 
Business and Economics (SBE) attended a 
customized workshop on Making an SPSS 
Difference on February 20-21, 2008 in the 
Hands on Lab. Ahmed Siddiqi was the 
trainer for the workshop. The main objective 
of the exercise was to empower the faculty 
members with quantitative analysis with 
SPSS.

The workshop equipped participants to 
create and deliver quantitative analysis, 
sifting exactly what numbers say about 
hypotheses and queries, and making rational 
managerial, marketing or research deci-
sions. SPSS learning was approached as a 
process involving a sequence of synergistic 
activities, each preparing participants for the 
next. The workshop sessions were se-
quenced in three sessions. SPSS version 16 
was used to transform empirical data into 
outputs.

A workshop on Creative and Innovative 
Teaching was held on February 22, 2008 in 
Room 2N-1. Faculty members of the 
university participated in the workshop. The 
trainer was Arshad Karim, PhD.

This workshop presented a wealth of 
information about classroom management 
strategies that successful teachers employ to 
keep students on the task and keep them 
engaged in the lesson. The strategies were 
based on extensive teaching experience as 
well as on the finding of numerous studies in 
learning theory, student motivation, 
behavior modification, counseling psychol-
ogy, violence prevention, group dynamics, 
student engagement and classroom 
organization. 

In conclusion, the training exercises not 
only boosted the morale of the University 
staff but also exerted an energizing influ-
ence on them. The majority of the partici-
pants gave a positive feedback regarding the 
training exercises. The training workshops 
were attended by employees who had many 
years of service to their credit and also by 
relatively new ones. As such, they provided 
an opportunity for everyone to learn from 
each other’s experience. 

It is important to note that these workshops 
provided an occasion for positive social 
interaction among the members of different 
departments of the University. This is very 
good for inter-departmental co-operation 
and will lead to better co-ordination among 
members of the UMT community. One 
hopes that such activities would now 
become a regular feature professional life at 
UMT.
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Dr Nasim Riaz Butt receiving a souvenir from Dr Hasan Sohaib Murad, Rector UMT

Dr Fawzia Afzal Khan receiving a souvenir from Dr Hasan Sohaib Murad, Rector UMT 

Dr Muhammad Ramzan delivering a lecture during the seminar

Prof Dr Muhammad Shahbaz Arif, Chairman Department of English Language and 
Literature at the School of Social Sciences and Humanities (SSH), invited Prof Dr 
Nasim Riaz Butt, an eminent Professor at the Higher Education Commission (HEC) for 
a seminar on “Teaching English language through literature”. The seminar was held on 
February 29, 2008.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr Nasim Butt said that Literature represents culture and 
tradition. Its importance lies in the fact that it communicates to us through language and 
opens up a new world of experiences. He urged the research scholars to generate and 
develop their own ideas and refrain from borrowing without acknowledgement which is 
considered to be plagiarism. We are grateful to the distinguished speaker for sharing his 
views on the teaching of English language. Moreover, participants of the seminar also 
benefitted from the discourse on the dangers of plagiarism which is threatening aca-
demic scholarship. We hope that Dr Naseem Butt’s observations will encourage 
intellectual honesty among future researchers.

Prof Dr Muhammad Shahbaz Arif, Chairman, Department of English Language and 
Literature, School of Social Sciences and Humanities (SSH) at the University of 
Management and Technology (UMT), invited Prof Dr Fawzia Afzal Khan from the 
Department of English, Montclair State University to speak on “Post Colonial Litera-
ture”. The seminar was held on January 17, 2008. Dr Khan is a renowned international 
literary figure and visiting professor at Harvard University, USA. 

Dr Fawzia Khan delivered an informative analysis of post colonial literature and 
explained that it dealt with the reading and writing of literature written in previously or 
currently colonized countries, or with literature written in colonizing countries that dealt 
with the process of colonization or colonized peoples. She identified two dominant 
themes in post colonial literature: a) the way in which literature by the colonizing culture 
distorted the experience and realities of the colonized people and inscribed their 
inferiority and b) on literature by colonized people that attempted to articulate their 
identity and reclaim their past on account of its uniqueness.

The repercussions of colonization on the minds of the subject peoples have been the 
focus of many academic debates and discussions. It is very important that our youth be 
exposed to such critiques, as this will broaden their perspectives regarding this impor-
tant chapter in our nation’s history. The Department of English deserves full credit for 
inviting Dr Fawzia Khan to speak to our students.

Post colonial literature

A seminar on “ion implantation and radiation damage” was held on January 15, 2008 at 
the School of Science and Technology (SST) at UMT. Dr Ch Muhammad Ramzan 
Tahir was the guest speaker on the occasion. The lecture was attended by a large number 
of students who gained useful knowledge from the session. The speaker delivered an 
informative lecture on the technique of ion implantation and its practical uses. He 
explained the importance of ion implantation for studying thermal anneal and flash 
anneal for luminescence, resonant raman and photoluminescence, ion channeling, etc.. 
Many other uses of the technique were also explained in detail by the speaker. 

Ion implantation and radiation damage

Teaching English language
through literature 

Management in Islamic Perspective

The Graduate Research at the School of Business and Economics (SBE) arranged a 
seminar on ‘Management in Islamic Perspective’. The seminar was held on January 4, 
2008. Shams-ur-Rehman Toor, PhD Research Fellow at the National University 
Singapore, was the guest speaker.

The seminar was attended by Dr Hasan Sohaib Murad, Rector UMT, faculty members 
of the University in addition to the faculty members and MS/PhD students of SBE. Many 
important aspects of management within an Islamic framework were brought to the 
attention of the participants. 

In the end, the Rector thanked the guest speaker for sharing his expertise and for taking 
the time to visit UMT. A shield was also presented to the distinguished guest as a gesture 
of good will and appreciation.

Dr Hasan Sohaib Murad, Rector UMT, presenting a shield to the guest speaker

Effectiveness of communication 
especially in telecommunication in 
connection with globalization

Atif Hameed speaking during the seminar

Lectures by working professionals are a regular feature of academic instruction in the 
School of Science and Technology (SST). Atif Hameed, Divisional Engineer PTCL, 
was invited to deliver a lecture on effectiveness of communication with special reference 
to telecommunication in connection with globalization. The seminar was held on 
January 17, 2008 at the new purpose-built campus of the University. Atif Hameed is a 
well-known telecom professional and electrical engineer.

The speaker suggested that recent shifts in communication policy frameworks should be 
understood as a transformation in how technology is organized in connection with 
globalization and not simply as a policy reaction to technological innovation. The 
process could be tracked chronologically in three stages: 

1) Institutional renewal (1993–1994).

2) Accelerated vertical slippage between national, regional and global policy levels 
(1995–1996).

3) Horizontal dispersal of communication policy into new sectors (1997).

A series of convergences characterized by increased fluidity between territorial as well 
as sectoral jurisdictions were discussed across these stages, and implications for the 
understanding of communication policy frameworks within the context of the informa-
tion society project were identified. 

At the end of the lecture, the speaker invited questions from the participants and re-
sponded to their queries in a professional manner. The participants showed considerable 
interest in various aspects of telecommunications and globalization since it is one of the 
most rapidly growing sectors of the economy and has a lot of value in the job market. The 
guest speaker encouraged the active participation of the students in the question and 
answer session and emphasized the importance of education in securing a bright future 
for them. The participants gained useful knowledge from the proceedings of the seminar.

Seminars at UMT
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Syed Asif Shabbir addressing the participants of the seminar

A seminar on practical implementation of 
ERP solutions in industries was organized 
at the School of Science and Technology 
(SST) on December 4, 2007. The guest 
speaker was Syed Asif Shabbir, an ERP 
expert and project manager of Kohinoor 
Looms Ltd. 

The distinguished speaker explained the 
emerging scenario on the implementation 
of Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) 
systems. ERP is famous for its systematic 
approach to control mismanagement, 
unfulfilled expectations and outright 
failure. Some organizations are undertak-
ing this exercise to manage schedules, 
intact budgets, and systems capable of 
providing measurable value to the 
organization. The procedure delineates a 
proposed implementation  to quantify the 
impact of organizational factors on ERP 
projects. These factors are classified in 

five broad categories: risk factors, 
expectations, resources, organizational 
competence, and consequences. ERP 
helps to assess organizational readiness 
for undertaking an ERP project, identify 
areas of weakness within an organization, 
and predict with confidence the outcome 
of the ERP project in terms of common 
project metrics (budget, schedule, system 
capability, etc.). In practice, this enables 
ERP project managers to possess a 
comprehensive understanding of project 
vulnerability and allows them to 
strengthen areas of weakness prior to 
project implementation in various 
industries.

The speaker cited a number of practical 
examples about the implementation of 
ERP in the textile sector. The seminar 
proved to be quite informative and had 
enormous educational value for the 
participants.

  Syed Sajjad Imran delivering a lecture on the importance of IT 
and communications

A seminar on the ‘importance of IT and 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a n d  f u t u r e  
opportunities’ was held at the UMT 
campus on November 22, 2007. The guest 
speaker was Syed Sajjad Imran, an 
international development professional 
currently working for the USA. He 
specializes in democracy and governance 
issues. 

The guest speaker shared his international 
experience with the participants during 
the lecture and explained the importance 
of IT in development and consulting 
activities on visual impairment enabling 
technologies and accessibility issues for 
the past decade and a half. The resource 

Importance of IT and communications 
and future opportunities

person discussed the importance of 
Information Technology, IT literacy and 
information access particularly for the 
visually impaired. The discussion 
focused not only on information technol-
ogy as an enabling technology but also on 
the importance of general-purpose IT 
skills for everyone who wished to play an 
active role in the information society. 

The speaker pointed out that UMT and all 
other such institutes of higher learning 
had a responsibility for the advancement 
of quality education in IT. At the end of 
the session, a lot of pertinent questions 
were asked by the participants to which 
they got replies to their satisfaction. 

Practical implementation of ERP
solutions in industries

Qaisar Fareed speaking during the seminar

Importance of learning opportunities
in connection with the Stock Exchange

Qaisar Fareed ,  a  we l l -known  
educationist, corporate consultant and 
expert in stock exchange, delivered a 
lecture on the importance of learning 
opportunities in connection with the 
Stock Exchange at the School of Science 
and Technology on November 1, 2007. 
He had been especially invited to share 
his expertise with the participants of the 
seminar.

The distinguished speaker highlighted the 
fact that the stock market had benefitted 
from the expansion in communication 
technology. Communication across 
borders consisted of flow of words, 
images, text and data that moved between 
and among individuals, governments, and 
business organizations including the 
stock market. World news are carried 
across the globe by major print news 
agencies such as the Associated press, 
Reuters and Agence France Press.  
Leading news sources for visual news i.e. 
Reuters Television and the World 
Television Network, and to a lesser 
extent, news channels such as CNN and 
BBC, perform the same function for the 
electronic media. Entertainment and 
educational content, which include 
recorded music, feature films, textbooks 
and TV entertainment are provided by the 
world’s largest entertainment companies.

Dr Shahbaz Arif speaking during the seminar

Challenges of globalization 
in ESL classroom

Events for upcoming issue of UMT News

5th UMT Cricket Challenge 
Trophy

National seminar on Islamic 
Finance

Professor Dr Muhammad Shahbaz 
Arif, Chairman, Department of English 
Language and Literature, organized a 
seminar on “Challenges of globalization 
in ESL classroom” at the UMT campus on 
January 15, 2008. The seminar was 
attended by a large number of students.

Dr Arif observed that some students were 
more successful than others, and some of 
this success could be attributed to more 
effective language learning strategies. He 
suggested that the strategies employed by 
the more successful students may be 
learnt by those who were less successful, 
and the teacher could assist in the 

The 5th UMT Cricket Challenge Trophy 
2008 is being held at the time of this 
issue going into print. Sixteen teams 
from leading educational institutes of 
Lahore are participating. The tourna-
ment is being sponsored by prominent 
members of the corporate sector. The 
tournament is hugely popular among 
cricket enthusiasts and is one of the most 
eagerly awaited events of the year. The 
next issue of UMT News will contain a 
special report of the tournament along 
with pictorial highlights.

language learning process by promoting 
awareness of such techniques and 
encouraging their use. He added that 
extensive strategy instruction in ESL 
classes needed to be reconsidered. Dr Arif 
advised the teachers to strengthen strong 
group cohesion and a positive, supportive 
learning in response to learners' needs and 
interests. Classrooms that combined these 
elements, he said, offered effective 
learning experiences to second language 
learners. Dr Shahbaz’s lecture was quite 
informative for all the participants as it 
provided an insight into an important 
learning topic.  

Preparations for a national seminar on 
Islamic Finance are underway. Eminent 
speakers are expected to attend the 
seminar that aims to increase awareness 
of Islamic Finance and identify new 
areas of research in the field.

The seminar will also develop a 
proposal to accelerate the progress of 
Islamic Finance in Pakistan. The 
upcoming issue of UMT News will 
provide complete coverage of the event. 

Promotional messages, which consist 
mainly of commercial advertising in 
international newspapers, magazines, and 
broadcast media across the globe, are 
produced by the world's largest advertis-
ing agencies.

Communication of data, as in electronic 
data exchange, electronic funds transfers, 
remote resource satellite sensing, 
electronic mail and database searches, are 
carried by worldwide computer networks 
such as the Internet, or such inter-firm 
networks as the largest inter-bank 
network SWIFT. Voice messages for both 
private and commercial applications are 
facilitated by such major players as the 
world's largest telecommunication 
service providers. Text messages are 
transported through telefax, telex and 
mail services. Telecommunication 
service providers are major players in the 
communication business and provide 
services to the stock exchanges across the 
globe.

At the end of his lecture, he shared the 
practical experiences of learning in 
computer sciences and telecommunica-
tions, both of which are closely involved 
in the stock business. Moreover, he 
shared his experience on the volatility of 
shares in the stock market and explained 
the risk factor involved in the process. 



As governments and industries continue bickering over the policies to combat 
unchecked climatic change caused by human activities, the less industrialized or 
developing nations can no longer afford to play the blame game and point fingers 
at the industrialized world. Time is running out. And not just for the big industrial 
polluters. Unchecked climatic change spells doom for all of us.

The report prepared by the UN’s Inter-governmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) clearly blames human activity for being responsible for global warming. 
Scientists have warned that unless concrete steps to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions are taken now, the effects on earth’s climate would be disastrous and 
almost certainly irreversible for centuries. The earth would be subjected to 
extreme weather of immense proportions. It is estimated that the planet’s surface 
temperature is likely to rise by 1.8 Celsius to 4 Celsius. This means that sea levels 
could rise 18 to 59 cm by 2100. The Arctic and the Antarctic will shrink. The 
entire eco system of the world would be threatened by the shrinking of the polar 
caps. 

Most ordinary people ignore climate change and the effects of global warming 
out of ignorance or lack of proper information. In the case of governments and 
industries, the situation is more complicated, with a mixture of greed and 
opportunism thrown in. So what is the fuss all about?

Scientists have been telling us for years that the earth is facing a period of rapid 
warming in the average temperatures of its atmosphere, oceans and landmasses. 
Greenhouse gases i.e. heat trapping gases are to blame. Although greenhouse 
gases occur naturally, more and more of these gases have been added to the 
earth’s atmosphere since the beginning of the Industrial Revolution in the mid-
1700s. Levels of carbon dioxide, one of the most powerful greenhouse gases, 
have risen by 35 percent since 1750 due to burning of fossil fuels such as oil, 
natural gas and coal. 

In real terms, no sane person can ignore the warnings of the IPCC study which 
has been carried out by 2500 scientists from 100 countries. Some of the key 
findings of the report are truly alarming. Arctic summer sea ice is likely to 
disappear in the second half of the century. Most parts of the world will witness 
increased intensity in tropical storms and an increase in the number of heat 
waves. According to the IPCC report, the south Asian region will be severely 
affected by rising sea levels. The eastern islands of India may sink. In Bangla 
Desh, the coral islands are already getting smaller. Melting glaciers are not only 
affecting drinking water supply but also irrigation and hydropower projects. This 
situation has the possibility of unleashing scores of climate refugees i.e. people 
displaced from their habitat on account of inhospitable environment. According 
to experts, some 200 million climate refugees are expected by the end of this 
century.

Ironically, governments of the world remain uncommitted towards taking 
effective measures to combat global warming. In the absence of a mutually 
agreed upon multilateral action plan designed to curb greenhouse gas emissions, 
no country in the world is keen to make major adjustments in its economic and 
industrial activities when others remain uncommitted. The biggest blow towards 
making genuine progress towards dealing with the issue was dealt by the USA 
when it pulled out of the Kyoto Protocol which obliged the developed countries 
to cut their greenhouse gas emissions by an average of five percent. As always, 
politics plays a major role in defining the course of events. Developed countries 
such as the USA argued that drastic action toward a low carbon economy was too 
expensive and developing countries such as India and China needed to reduce 
their own emissions as well.

Delegates at the UN summit in Bali held in December 2007 did come up with a 
roadmap initiating a two-year process of negotiations designed to agree to a new 
set of emission targets to replace those in the Kyoto Protocol. However, the Bali 
Roadmap has been subjected to severe criticism by major environmental groups 
who argue that it does not go far enough and fails to set specific targets.

Pakistanis cannot afford to ignore the adverse effects of global warming. The 
phenomenon has huge implications for the country. In 1999-2001, the longest 
drought on record affected 2.2 million people and 16 million livestock in 
Pakistan. The Himalayan region has the highest number of glaciers beyond the 
polar caps. Melting glaciers swell local lakes and increase the risk of flash 
flooding. But that is not all. The meltdown of the glaciers will eventually mean 
that there will be reduced water supply in the glacier fed rivers such as the Indus. 
Not only does it bode ill for Pakistan’s agriculture but is also a cause of concern in 
terms of freshwater used for drinking purposes. In the nation’s major urban 
centers, air pollution from industries and vehicles are a major health hazard to 
millions of people.

In this scenario, both the government and the people of Pakistan need to take a 
long hard look at what lies ahead. Global warming will affect all of us. It is not a 
problem that is confined to the industrialized world. We need to spread more 
awareness of the implications of global warming among our people. And we 
need to start thinking about remedial measures. Now is the time to act. Let’s not 
waste it.

Contributed by Arjmand Zahra

 Global warming

UMT students and their Polish friends during a sight seeing tour of Lahore

Guests of Hospitality Club and 

Couchsurfing visit UMT

Earth within whisker of hottest climate 
in million years

Studen t s  o f  the  Univer s i ty  o f  
Management and Technology (UMT) 
played host to guests of Hospitality Club 
and Couchsurfing who arrived in Lahore 
on January 15, 2008. These included Dr 
G re z g o z  a n d  M s  M a l g o r z a t a  
Sylwestrzak from Poland. Students of 
BBA Batch 37, Section C received them 
at the Lahore railway station as they had 
arrived through India.

The Polish guests stayed with the students 
and faculty members of UMT for a week. 
They also delivered lectures in the 
classes. Students of BBA (Pakistan 
Studies Section A, B and C) and students 
of BBA and BBIT (General Social 
Sciences) met with the Polish guests and 
held extensive discussions on wide 
ranging issues. Students of UMT 
presented gifts to the foreign guests. Class 

The Earth’s rapid warming up pushed 
temperatures to their hottest level in 
nearly 12,000 years and within a 
hairbreadth of a million years, a study by 
the US space agency showed. Global 
warming, which has added 0.2 degree 
Celsius per decade over the past 30 years, 
has caused temperatures to reach and now 

An Introduction of Telecom Technologies

Zeeshan Ahmad receiving a souvenir from Dr Khalid H Qamar, Dean SST

A seminar on introduction of telecommu-
nication technologies was held at the 
UMT campus on December 13, 2007. The 
guest speaker was Zeeshan Ahmad, IT 
expert and Head, World Call Information 
Communication Technology (ICT) 
Department. 

Zeeshan Ahmad presented a broad 
introduction to telecommunications, 
targeting important terms and concepts in 
networking and networking architectures. 
He presented an overview of the essential 
role that the industry plays in today's 
business environment. He explained the 
major components of a typical network 
and explored principal elements in 
enterprise networks, network access, and 
core networks. Disseminating knowledge 

representatives also thanked them for 
taking the time to visit Pakistan and for 
sharing their views with them. 

UMT students took the visitors on a tour 
of the city. They also visited a farm house 
in the vicinity of Lahore where the Polish 
guests got a taste of traditional foods of 
Pakistan. The guests also went horse 
riding in the polo ground of the farm 
house.

Guests from Poland appreciated the 
friendly and cooperative culture of 
Pakistan. Such visits should be 
encouraged as they help the young 
generation to broaden their perspectives 
regarding the culture of other nations. The 
visits by the Polish guests afforded a 
unique opportunity to UMT students to 
learn about the culture, religion and 
history of Poland.

of key networking technologies, the 
speaker elaborated frame relay, ATM, 
ADSL, and mobile wireless networks as 
well as networking services and applica-
tions and the chief industry players in key 
segments. Exploring the landscape of 
international telecommunications, he 
added, one should also acquire a brief 
history of the industry as well as an 
overview of the regulatory environment 
and challenges in today's networks. 

After the presentation, a question and 
answer session was held. The speaker 
answered the questions of the participants 
and satisfied their curiosity. Needless to 
say, the participants benefitted tremen-
dously from the practical knowledge 
imparted about telecommunication 
technologies. 

pass through the warmest levels in the 
current interglacial period, according to 
the study led by James Hansen, a leading 
climatologist. The study said that Earth 
was now within about 1.0 C of the 
maximum estimated temperature of the 
past million years. 

Courtesy: Daily Times
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Mass Communications students pose for a photograph at Changa Manga 
along with their teacher Tayyab Farooq Bhatti
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Quote of the month
Fear is the main source of superstition, and one of the main 

sources of cruelty. To conquer fear is the beginning of wisdom.
 

                                                                      - Bertrand Russell

A group of 35 A-Level students from the Beaconhouse School System, Garden Town Branch, 
Lahore visited the new purpose-built campus of the University of Management and Technol-
ogy on February 28, 2008. They were accompanied by Shahid Farooq,  A- Level Coordina-
tor for the school.

University officials received the group at the campus. Madiha Shairwani, Marketing Com-
munications Officer, UMT, gave a brief presentation about the University. Senior faculty 
members Mansoor Bilal and Rubeena Tashfeen, discussed possible career choices of the 
students and also gave information about the programs offered at UMT.

The students were taken on a round of the UMT campus. They visited the University library, 
IPC, computer and engineering laboratories, physics laboratory, textile laboratory and the 
Office of Admissions (OAD). The students were impressed by the vast learning resources of 
the library and also by the laboratory facilities. Refreshments were also served at the conclu-
sion of the visit. This was the first time that A-Level students from a school visited UMT. This 
visit was made possible on account of an initiative aimed at introducing the University to 
potential students and building up its image in academic circles. This will go a long way in 
branding UMT as the premier institute of higher learning in the country.

Students trip to Changa Manga

Farewell Dinner

Beaconhouse students visit UMT

UMT Cricket Team practicing for the matches

Beaconhouse A-Level students photographed along with Madiha Shairwani, 
Marketing Communications Officer, during their visit to UMT

Participants of the farewell dinner pose for a group photo with UMT officials

Female Participants of the farewell dinner photographed along with UMT officials

The UMT Sports Club arranged several friendly cricket matches of the UMT Cricket team 
with teams of different universities. The cricket matches were organized in view of the huge 
popularity of the game amongst the UMT community. The event not only provided recreation 
for cricket enthusiasts but also served as a coaching opportunity for the home team in 
anticipation of the upcoming 5TH UMT Cricket Challenge Trophy 2008, popularly known as 
Clash 20.  The details of the friendly cricket matches are given below.

• The first match was played between UMT Blue and UMT White on Feb 8, 2008 at the 
Shah Faisal Cricket Ground, Model Town, Lahore. UMT Blue won the match by 6 wick-
ets.

• The second match was played between UMT and Punjab University (PU) on Feb12, 2008 
at Shah Faisal Cricket Ground, Model Town, Lahore. The Punjab University team won 
the match by 23 runs.

• A match was played between UMT and Modern Group of Colleges on Feb 14, 2008 at the 
Model Town White Cricket Ground, Lahore. The UMT team won by 70 runs.

• Teams from UMT and PU faced each other on Feb 20, 2008 at the PU New Campus 
Cricket Ground No 3. The UMT team won by 8 wickets. An outstanding record was made 
by Hafiz Saeed who was not out at 102 runs.

• A match was played between teams from UMT and COMSATS on Feb 24, 2008 at the PU 
New Campus Cricket Ground No 4. The COMSATS  team won the match by 15 runs.

• A match was played between the teams of UMT and Iqra University on Feb 27, 2008 at 
Model Town Green, B Block. The UMT team won this match by 6 wickets.

• A match was played between the teams of UMT and Sicas on March 1, 2008 at the Cricket 
Academy, Model Town Lahore. The UMT team won by 122 runs.

UMT Sports Club organizes friendly
cricket matches

A group of thirteen students of the Department of Mass Communications, School of Social 
Sciences and Humanities (SSH) visited Changa Manga towards the close of December. 
Tayyab Farooq Bhatti, Assistant Professor, coordinated the trip. 

The group left a little after nine in the morning and reached Changa Manga at about 11 am. 
After exploring the site for a while, everyone took a break and sat down to enjoy some fruits 
and talk among themselves. This was followed by fun at the swings. A hut had also been exclu-
sively reserved for them where they had lunch and tea.

Later, the group decided to explore the jungle and walked along the lake that ran through it. 
After the 2-hour exercise, everyone was ready for the return journey. However, they stopped 
to see Bahria Town along the way. The students were quite impressed by the planning of the 
housing project.

The trip to Changa Manga was quite an energizing experience for the students. It is important 
to organize such trips as these excursions break the monotony of academic routine and stu-
dents return to their studies with renewed vigor.

The participants of MBA-P Batch 38 hosted a farewell dinner for MBA Batch 37 on February 
8, 2008 at the UMT campus. The chief guest on the occasion was Hasan Adnan, Director HR 
Pakistan Tobacco Company Ltd. He is an old Ilmian who graduated with MBA Batch 2.

The farewell dinner was quite an enjoyable experience. The students had put in a lot of hard 
work towards providing entertainment for everyone and had come up with many creative 
ideas. They presented several skits. These included humorous awards giving ceremony that 
featured many types of nominees, an interview of Mr Punjab Elahi and parodies of various 
faculty members. All those who were present on the occasion appreciated the efforts of the 
students. Such events not only encourage group activities but also build up the confidence of 
the participants. All students must be encouraged to take part in such extra-curricular activi-
ties. The farewell dinner was attended by Dr Abdul Rashid Kausar, Qazi Irfan, Rubeena 
Tashfeen, Muhammad Anwar, Rana Iftikhar Ahmed, Tahir Mehmood and members of 
SBE faculty. Some of those who present also spoke on the occasion. These included Rubeena 
Tashfeen, Qazi Irfan and Dr Rashid Kausar. Hasan Adnan also addressed the participants.
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