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News Corner

UMT Library marks World Book Day with Mobile
Book Fair

The UMT library marked the world book and copyright day by holding a mobile book bus fair in
collaboration with Oxford University Press, welcoming hundreds of book lovers by giving them
a chance to broaden their knowledge by searching titles under one roof. The book fair was
inaugurated by Dr Abdul Aziz Bhatti, Dean SST.

Library committee memb_é_r_s, HoDs and students we_r_e"a_l_sb“ﬁresent on the occasion. Books on

wide range of subjects were put on sale ranging from politics to poetry, economics and
education to ornithology and technology. Books on academics and general subjects as well as
text books were also displayed. English-Urdu dictionaries, as well as Urdu translation of some of
English titles were available as well. English translation of Urdu and regional language writings,
Urdu books published by Oxford University Press and encyclopedias caught the attention of
most visitors. World Book Day symbolizes a worldwide support for the liberty of thought, and
freedom of information.
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LRC, University of Management and Technology

@ Facebook

As the digital revolution is making the headlines, UMT library is also passing through the period
of transition and transformation. The library has taken yet another step forward in this
direction. Now you can join your library on face book. Learners are encouraged to sign in to the
discussion forum to ask questions share experience and contribute to the ongoing
development. It will not only help them keep up with our reviews and services but would also
help them to share their interests and serve to ascertain productive communication between
learner and Library. The more the content will be available virtually the more opportunities will
be available for social networking and consequently more help will also be available. Learner
may also catch up with the New Arrivals. Most importantly, learners have the opportunity to
contribute to library’s efforts to human intellectual development.

Join us on LRC, University of Management and Technology @ Face book and become our
companion in learning by clicking here https://www.facebook.com/pages/UMT-Learning-
Resource-Center/125688044136751?ref=ts and stay connected to get the latest of the library.
Hope to see you on our Face book page & Group.

n Facebook.com  https vy .Facebook.comfpages/UMT-Leaming-Resource-Center 125688044 136751 ref=ts c '-.l'
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National hero Misbah ul Haq gets MBA

Executive degree in a Special Convocation at UMT

National hero Misbah ul Haq was awarded MBA Executive degree by Rector UMT Dr Hasan
Sohaib Murad in a special convocation on April 25, 2012 in a star studded ceremony. Dr A F
Siddiqui, Associate Dean, SBE, Dr A R Kausar, Pro-Rector UMT, Salman Saeed Qureshi,
Registrar, and Asif Saeed Haider, Controller of Examinations, were present on the occasion.

Earlier, when Misbah ul Haqarrived at the UMT campus to attend the prize distribution
ceremony of Clash 20 - 8th UMT Cricket Challenge Trophy, he was warmly welcomed by the
students and flowers were showered upon him.

The seminar room was jam packed with UMT students who wanted to catch a glimpse of their
hero.
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Selected Article

Politics of foreign degrees
By Nadeem Saeed

Authorities in the UK are overhauling the country’s point-based visa system to prevent
unwanted migrants. Rules are being changed, stringent qualification criterions taking place and
visa fees getting astronomical to discourage non-European Union immigrants or what the
government high-ups tout to allow only ‘brightest and the best’ to enter the UK.

Since coming into power in 2010 the Conservatives led by Prime Minster David Cameron have
been tightening the noose to plug in the so-called loopholes in point-based immigration system
introduced by the previous Labour government. The Conservatives had promised to electorate
that if voted into power they would bring down the number of non-EU immigrants to ‘tens of
thousands’ from current net annual migration of 250,000.

Study and post study work visas are the hardest hit categories of leave to remain in the UK
under the recently introduced visa regime as official statistics say students constitute two-
thirds of migrants coming from outside the EU area. New rules for Post Study Work (PSW) visa
have been put in place from April 6 this year so that, according to the Home Office, only the
most talented international graduates can apply to stay in the UK for work purposes.

Under the new system only those graduate of a university will be able to continue living and
working in the UK who will have a job offer from a reputable employer accredited by the UK
Border Agency (UKBA) at a minimum per annum salary of £20,000, which is almost at par with
the average UK graduate salary of £19,092.

Earlier, a non-EU international student graduating from a UK university was entitled to obtain
two-year PSWvisa  whether they have a job offer or not under the Highly Skilled Migrants
Program (Tier-1). That was a lucrative aspect of opting to study in a university here for the
people who either wanted to settle in the UK or gain professional exposure.

Similarly, the non-EU students interested in studying sub-degree level and foundation courses
leading to higher education have also been discouraged through tougher English language
requirement and reduction in the allowed work from 20 hours to 10 hours per week.
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And if all this was not enough, the Home Office has pinned down Pakistan to launch a pilot
project to check credibility of the applicants more robustly through a face-to-face interview at
the counsellor’s office after a study found that up to 40 per cent of study visa applicants from
Pakistan may be ineligible. Until now qualification was ascertained on the written application
with no personal contact with counsellor office officials.

When asked to comment, London based immigration lawyer Ehsan Chugtai said personal
interview is a step in the right direction as so far the system was relying on universities and
colleges to judge educational qualifications of the applicants including proficiency in English
language. Many colleges and universities misused the leverage to increase their income, thus
causing influx of otherwise ineligible students here in the UK, he said.

It is being projected that as many as 40,000 to 50,000 bogus students had managed to enter
the UK last year. Ehsan Chugtai, who teaches an LLM course with Coventry University, said that
the level of English comprehension among the Pakistani students compared to their Indian and
Bangladeshi counterparts has been dismal.

The other stakeholders, however, are sceptical of the government’s crackdown on non-EU
students. A research paper released last year by the Department of Business, Innovation and
Skills estimated the total value of UK education and training exports to the country’s economy
at £14 billion, with a projection that this could jump to £26 billion by 2025. Of the estimated
£14 billion of education and training exports, as much as £9 billion come from Non-EU
countries. Even the British Council, an organisation responsible for marketing British education
overseas, has warned against negative impact of the new study visa regime. In a recent
interview, the council’s director of education and society, Dr Jo Beall has called for an "urgent
review" of the policy to avert damage to the economy and the possible closure of many
university departments.

Talking to weekly Times Higher Education, Dr Beall commented that the crackdown could result
in a few more jobs for young Britons "flipping hamburgers and pulling pints", but at the cost of
the strength of industrial innovation, research and development base and the UK'’s reputation
as a higher education provider, which is second in the world at the moment. Highlighting the
international nature of research, she said "we know that 70,000 patent applications in the US
have been put in by teams that include international as well as American researchers. That is
more than the UK and the Bric [Brazil, Russia, India and China] countries put together."

Dr Beall also pointed to Universities UK, an umbrella body of British universities, figures stating
that more than 40 per cent of international students in UK higher education come via sub-
degree courses here - the level targeted by the government.

Q

Back 1a Top



LIBRARY BULLETIN Vol. 1, No.5 2012

Britain has always been the destination of choice for most Pakistani students. Higher Education
Statistics Agency figures show that as many as 9,815 Pakistan-domiciled students came to the
UK for higher education in the year 2009-10 while the number rose to 10185 in the following
year of 2010-11.

Pakistan stands among the top ten non-EU countries benefiting the UK’s education export
sector but tough laws and lack of work opportunities will prove off-putting and students will
opt for the countries like Australia, Canada and the United States. Australia is catching up with
Britain as regard to the intake of Pakistani students with more than 8000 visas issued last year,
and it would not be a surprise if Aussies universities will soon top the table of the countries
Pakistani students opt for higher education.

Australian government had also resorted to tough visa regime few years back but the measures
proved counterproductive for its thriving education export sector costing its economy £292
million in 2010 alone, consequently forcing the decision makers to relax student visa laws.
Immigration is one of the most debated issues in British politics and the ruling Conservatives
are trying to win over support of the white working class which thinks that the international
students are taking British jobs that too in the prevailing economic gloom and doom. Agreeing
to Dr Beall’s concerns, Ehsan Chugtai said that Labour-introduced point-based visa system was
bound to be a failure as for as immigration policy was concerned but the measures the current
government in Westminster is taking will be harmful to the country’s education export sector.
He particularly mentioned stoppage of PSW visa, enhanced financial capability and differential
treatment to degree and sub-degree level students as impediments to growth of the UK’s
education sector.

The writer is a freelance journalist based in London.

Courtesy to The News
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