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Selected Article

Rethinking education for a knowledge-based society by Shabnam Baloch
Sunday, October 07, 2012

The real challenge now is to reform, create and develop educational systems and policies aiming
at preparing an individual to work in a borderless economy.

Educational values, beliefs, approaches, philosophies and practices are undergoing constant
changes under the effects of globalisation. The very objective of education has been
development of the whole individual. The bare minimum level to attain this objective in the
past agrarian-based society was to obtain basic or primary education and it was up to
secondary education in the not very old industrial society. In the present borderless
information-based society, education needs to make an individual able to accumulate the
capacity to respond to the additional demands of this society of a globalised world today. It is
not enough to enhance merely the capability of reading, writing and doing arithmetic; in the
rapidly globalised world, there is a drastic need to revisit and re-conceptualise educational
outcomes.

Education in today’s world needs to raise a deeper understanding and sensitivity towards the
environment, peace, cultural and social diversities, increased competitiveness, the need of
reconsidering and revising gender roles and many of the other things crucial to be responded to
today in a very sagacious way. Education prepares the individual to connect and live in harmony
with the environment around him since globalisation has changed the size, nature, quality and
dynamics of that environment.

In today’s knowledge-based society, education essentially plays a key role in defining the future
direction and status of any nation. Developed countries are mainly distinguished by their
education systems, practices, and best educational institutions, especially higher education.
The role of universities is of so much significance in the development of societies that the
experts comment, “It enables a society to maintain an independent understanding of itself and
its worlds.” ‘Of itself and its worlds’ is inclusive of the full range of the natural, human and
social worlds as objects of understanding. Institutions of higher education should also aim at
inspiring and enabling individuals to develop their capabilities at the highest levels. Not only
that but also the ability to use that knowledge, understanding and a higher set of skills in the
Best interests of the country’s economy must be enhanced.

In knowledge-based societies, the focus of education is always on individual needs and on the
needs of society as a whole, and on the future needs and dynamics of society. However, the
aim of education should also be focusing on best utilising the indigenous knowledge, practices
and wisdom deeply rooted in society. That knowledge can be updated in the response to the
modern society of today’s world but its actual wisdom and originality should also be reflected in
some other ways to make it unique and original in the otherwise globalised version of
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education. This is not easy as it requires a deeper understanding of societal values, culture and
educational philosophies.

It is in fact a major challenge to realise the full potential of society by providing the best
education system integrated with indigenous wisdom, knowledge and practices with the
globalised version of the same. It does not only require tremendous intellectual work but also a
deeper commitment as well in order to materialise this vision of education in the changing
world of today.

Another important factor to consider is to mobilise and convince the masses to understand and
realise the fact that we need to transform our traditional and conventional society into a
knowledge-based society in order to sustain well in future. It is a very important though difficult
job, for many still view this as a westernisation of society. Expanding the capacities of
governments, experts, civil society and communities through policy advice, developing training
material and conducting training workshops, international conferences and information sharing
is of utmost importance to meet the current requirements of education. It is also crucial to
develop new standards of learning outcomes and their relevance to today’s knowledge-based
society. Space for the testing of new ideas and innovations should always be welcomed, with
enough space for this in order to avoid stagnation of the system. It must have the potential to
be dynamic and have the capacity to adopt emerging traits by coping with the rapid changes in
the global scenario effectively. The real challenge now, therefore, is to reform, create and
develop educational systems and policies aiming at preparing an individual to work in a
borderless economy and live in a global society, and also preserving and best utilising the
indigenous knowledge and societal wisdom. In other words, we need to revitalise our education
system to create citizens who can better relate themselves to a global scenario. Considering the
increased economic globalisation and restructuring in the political systems of the world and the
growing requirements of knowledge and information, it is inevitable that the education system
needs to be changed at all levels, i.e.

In terms of structure, function, curriculum and approach.

Educational planners and policy makers must think seriously about the cost and consequences
of not updating the education system as per today’s job market requirements and creating a
workforce whose majority may be unable to compete according to the global competitiveness
indicators.

The state should realise and commit that it must give all its citizens the tools to succeed and
provide leadership in the new global environment. Updating the education system and policies
as per the requirement of future society in a globalised world is the only way to sustain in this
Highly competitive knowledge-based society.

Although this is not an easy task in a country where access to even basic education is a big
challenge and where millions are deprived of basic necessities of life, but as the old English
Saying goes where there is a will, there is away.

The writer is the Provincial Manager at the Strengthening Participatory Organisation (SPO),
Sindh.

Courtesy to Daily Time
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The oxford handbook of public management / Edited by Ferlie, Lynn & Pollitt
New York: Oxford University Press, c2007

351 OXF

Risk and crisis management in the public sector / by Drennan & McConnell
London: Routledge, c2004

352.379 DRE-R

Miscellaneous:

21.

22.

Q
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Theories of development: contentions, arguments, alternatives, 2" Ed. / by Peet &
Hartwick

New York: The Guilford Press

338.9 PEE-T

The evolution of the trade regime: politics, law, and economics of the gatt and the wto / by
Barton. [et al].

New Jersey: Princeton University Press, c2006

382.92 EVO
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658.3145 CON- N

25. What every teacher should now about idea 2004 laws and regulations / by Mandlawits
Boston: Pearson Education, c2007
344.7307 MAN - W

26. Tales for change: using storytelling to develop people and organizations / by Parkin
New Delhi: Kogan Page, c2010
658.45 PAR-T

27. The definitive personal assistant & secretarial handbook: a best practice guide for all
secretaries, Pas, office mangers and executive assistants / by France
New Delhi: Kogan Page, c2010
651.3741 FRA-D

28. Southern theory: the global dynamics of knowledge in social science / by Connell
New Delhi: Viva Books, c2008
300.1 CON- S

29.  Atheory of virtue: excellence in being for the good / by Adams
New York: Oxford University Press, c2006
197.9 ADA-T

30. The grocers: the rise and rise of the supermarket chains,3" Ed. / by Seth & Randall
New Delhi: Kogan Page, c2011
381.456413 SET-G

31. Understanding NLP: strategies for better workplace communication without the jargon, 2"
Ed. / by Kite & Kay
New Delhi: Kogan Page, c2012
158.9 KIT- U

32. Working with the enemy: how to survive and thrive with really difficult people / by Leibling
New Delhi: Kogan Page, c2010
158.2 LEI- E

Project Management:

33.  Project management: get from the idea to implementation successfully, 4™ Ed. / by Haynes
New Delhi: Viva Books, c2011
658. 404 HAY- P

34. NLP for project managers: make things happen with neuro-linguistic programming / by
Parkes
New Delhi: Viva Books, c2011
658. 404 PAR- N

35. The event manager’s bible: the complete guide to planning and organizing a voluntary of
public event / by Conway
New Delhi: Viva Books, c2010
394. 2068 CON-E

Strategic Human Resource Management:

36. Armstrong’s handbook of strategic human resource management / by Armstrong
London: Kogan Page, c2011
658.301 ARM- A
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Organization development: a practitioner’s guide for OD and HR / by Cheung- Judge &
Holbeche

London: Kogan Page, c2011

658.406 CHE- O

Strategy an introduction to game theory, 2" Ed. / by Watson

New Delhi: Viva Books, c2010

330. 019 WAT- S

Strategic international human resource management : choices and consequences in
multinational people management, 2" Ed. / by Perkins & Shortland

London: Kogan Page, c2006

658.3 PER- S

Abundance of life: human development policies for an aging society / by Moody
New York: Columbia University Press, c1988

362.60973 MOO-A

Woven cloth construction / by Robinson & Marks
New York: Plenum Press, c1967

677.02864 ROB

The art of fashion draping / by Amaden-Crawfod
New York: Fairchild Publications, c2005

646.404 AMA-A

New fibers / by Hongu & Phillips

Cambridge: Woodhead Publishing Limited, c1997
677.4 HON-N

Needle work: practical and decorative / by Strachan
London: The Gresham Publishing, c1921

746.4 STR-N

Metric pattern cutting for women's wear / by Aldrich
Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, c2011

646.4072 ALD-M

Knitting handbook / by Foster

San Diego: Thunder Bay Press, c2004
677.028245 KNI

Anatomy and drawing / by Perard

New York: Victor Perard Publisher, c1967

743.49 PER-A

Manual of nonwovens / by Dipl-Ing & Krcma
Manchester: The textile Trade, c1971

677.6 ING-M
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Foreign Affairs
September — October 2012

SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER 2012
VOLUME g1, NUMBER §

Eurodimmerung

The Crisis of Europe Timothy Garton Adh 2
After World War I1, Europe began a process of peaceful political unification
unprecedented there and unmatched anywhere else. Bur the project begzan o go
wrong in the early 19908, when western European leaders started moving too
quickly roward a fawed monetary union. Mow, as Europe faces a stll-unresolved
debt crisis, its drive toward unification has stalled—and unless fear or foresighe
gets it going again, the union could slide toward irrelevance.

Why the Euro Will Survive C. Fred Bergsten 16
The euwrn's naysayers have it all wrong, True, the continent’s powerhouses have yet
to agres on 4 clear plan 1o save the commen currency, as each one is seeking o
gecure the best deal for itself, Bur they all also know thar the collapse of the
ST E would be a |1||[i|ir.'u| and economic |.'|5|5-.=|5-[l.'1'. 50 l:1'!n.‘]n' will 1l|TilllJrElj‘ Pay
wharever price is necessary to keep it together,

Germany’s Unsustainable Growth Adam Tooze 23
Germany seems like Europe’s lone island of fiscal stabilicy, but trouble lurks
under its impressive export=fueled growth. An obsession with debt and austerity
has blocked domestic investment as the country has ;g:llllrt'd pr-.}bltms such as
a shrinking work force and outdated infrastructure. Germany needs o borrow
and 5|_'u_'nd miore or face the end of 165 economie miracle,

Essays

How China Sees America Andrew [ Nathan and Andrew Scobell 32

The United States worries about China’s rise, bat Wishington rarely considers hosw
the world looks through Betjings eyes. Even when ULS. officials speak sweetly and
softly, their Chinste epunterparts hear sugarcoated chirears and focus on th big stick
in the backpround. America should not shrink from serting our irs expectations
of Asia’s rising superpower—but it should do so calmly, coolly, and professionally.
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Bucking Beijing Aaron L. Friedberg
For decades, U.S. China policy has been driven by a combination of engagement
und 1111|:m:;i1|g, Thc (_'anm:l udmini:.'rmr'mn has Imt too much wgighl‘ on the ﬁt'h‘!.
and diplomatic happy talk has done nothing to halt Beijing’s military buildup, The
next administration should get real about China and bolster the balancing half of
Washington's strategic equation,

The Other Russia Mikbai! Dmitriev and Daniel Treisman

Moscow's anti-Putin protesters have captured the world’s attention, But does
their message resonate outside the big cities? New rescarch shows that although
Russians in the provinees have no taste for revolution, notsy street protests, or
abstract slogans, they are deeply unhappy with the eurrent political system and
may scon demand change themselves,

The Rise of Settler Terrorism Daniel Byman and Natan Sachs
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