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1. Overview
The URISE Research Initiative (SLA) has significantly strengthened student research engagement, academic output, and international exposure during Fall 2025 and Spring 2026. Through structured cohort mentoring, collaborative research clusters, and guided conference participation, students across BS and MPhil programs have transitioned from classroom learners to active contributors in national and international scholarly forums.
This initiative has resulted in multiple conference acceptances, presentations, peer-reviewed publications, and international submissions. The cluster-based model — integrating BS students, MPhil scholars, alumni, and PhD faculty — has enhanced research quality, academic confidence, and institutional visibility.
2. Quantitative Performance Overview
	Category
	Number

	Conference Papers Accepted
	7

	Conference Papers Presented
	8

	Roundtables Organized/Accepted
	3

	Journal Publications (Published)
	1

	Journal Articles (Under Editing)
	2

	International Conference Submissions (Ongoing)
	6

	Students Directly Mentored
	18

	Departments Engaged
	DELS & DLC

	UMT Funding Secured (Conference Travel and Registration)
	PKR 32,000


3. Accepted Conference Presentations (2026)
i. 2nd International Conference on Language, Literature and Culture
Riphah International University, Lahore (March 27–29, 2026)
· Ms Ayesha Aamir (MPhil EL) & Ms Sobia Sikander (Lecturer, DELS)
Cosmic Disorder and Moral Collapse in Macbeth and Sang-e-Mah
· Ms Atiqa Zulfiqar (BS EL)
Belatedness, Repetition and Fragmentation in War Flash Fiction: A Critical Study of Flashes of War
ii. URISE Symposium 2026 – Culture, Food, and Literature in the New Millennium
School of Liberal Arts, UMT (March 25–26, 2026)
· Ms Ayesha Afzal (BS EL)
Edible Heritage: How Food and Storytelling Help Pass Down Culture
· MPhil Research Roundtable (4 Scholars)
From Traditional to Instagrammable Feast: Gastronomy and its Social Media Aestheticization
· Ms Shulammite Paul (MPhil EL)
Shared Tables At Sea: Cross-Cultural Food Traditions in Globalization
· Research Roundtable by Siddiqua Iftikhar, Faham Zeeshan, Mushhood Ahmad (BS EL)
Mapping Transnational Tastes: Korean Culinary Localization in Lahore
4. Papers Already Presented
i. 6th International Conference on Language Studies
Bursa, Türkiye / Lahore (Hybrid)
· Dr Muhammad Numan & Ms Siddiqua Iftikhar
Ideological Incursions in Disney’s Narrative: A Postmodern Critique of Frozen II
· Ms Ayesha Afzal
Pedagogy: What Remains Teaches
ii. Pakistan English Conference
Government College University Lahore (UMT Funding: PKR 20,000)
· Ms Ambreen Ali, S202319001, BS English Literature
From Balti to English: Challenges of Translating Cultural Identity Across Languages (A Study of the Kisar Saga)
· Ms Fatima Tuz Zuhra, S202319003, BS English Literature
The Terrifying Ordeal of Being Seen: Is It Better to Speak or to Die?
· Ms Yasra Sani, S2024310001, MPhil English Literature
Abjection and Horror in A Woman on a Suitcase: A Kristevan Study

iii. The Second Coming of Humanities
University of Central Punjab (UMT Funding: PKR 12,000)
· Ms Atiqa Zulfiqar, F202219033, BS English Literature
Institutional Violence and the Diasporic Psyche: A Psychoanalytic Study of Children of Dust 
· Ms Ambreen Ali, S202319001, BS English Literature
Re-voicing the Epic: Adaptation as Working-Through in The Silence of the Girls
· Ms Siddiqua Iftikhar, F202119014, BS English Literature
Barzakh and the Ethics of the Imagined: Speculative Storytelling as Humanistic Resistance
5. Journal Publications
Published:
· Iftikhar, Siddiqua., and Faham Zeeshan. "American War-Play and Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder in New World Order: A New Historicist Study of Red Birds." Journal of Linguistics and Language Studies, vol. 2, no. 1, 26 January 2026, pp. 54-92. (HEC recognized Y-category)
In Editing Stage:
· Sani, Yasra., and Muhammad Numan. “Tracing Constructs of Abjection and Horror: A Kristevan Study of Shazaf Fatima Haider’s A Woman on a Suitcase” 
· Zeeshan, Faham., and Muhammad Numan. “Gender and Sexuality in Contemporary Queer Grotesque Spaces: A Comparative Study of ‘Let Down’ And ‘Heart Eater’”
6. International Working Projects (Hybrid Global Platforms)
Students currently have active submissions to:
· Ms Faham Zeeshan (F2021119015) and Ms Siddiqua Iftikhar (F202119014), BS English Literature
Echoes of the Uncanny: Spectral Narratives in Jinnistan
Targeted Conference: Horror Studies Now: A Major International Conference
Conference Dates: May 28–29, 2026
Location: Newcastle-upon-Tyne, UK (Hybrid)

· Ms Momal Khan (S202319014), BS English Literature
Paper Title: Propaganda and Control: A Dystopian Study of Marxist-Fascist Regime Allegory in The Hunger Games: Sunrise on the Reaping
Targeted Conference: 60th Annual Comp Lit Conference – Legacies: Nostalgia, Adaptation, and Reimaginings
Conference Dates: Apr 22–23, 2026
Location: California, USA (Hybrid)
· Mr Abdul Ghaffar F2022341003, BS English Language and Linguistics
A Comparative Study of Sindhi-to-English Translation Errors in Google’s Automatic Subtitles and ChatGPT’s
Targeted Conference: 8th Annual International Comparative Literature Conference, Louisiana State University
Conference Dates: Mar 27–28, 2026
Location: Louisiana, USA (Hybrid)
· Ms Anum Rafiq, F2022341026, BS English Language and Linguistics
From Villages to Cities: Understanding the Experiences of Mewati Speakers in Urban Transition
Targeted Conference: Planet LangLit 2026: International Conference on Language, Literature, and Cultural Studies
Conference Dates: Jan 15–16, 2026
Location: Dhaka, Bangladesh (Hybrid)
· Ms Bisma Azeem, F2022341005, BS English Language and Linguistics
Interpreting Indirect Requests: A Comparative Analysis of Pragmatic Competence in AI Tools and Human Respondents
Targeted Conference: 8th Annual International Comparative Literature Conference, Louisiana State University
Conference Dates: Mar 27–28, 2026
Location: Louisiana, USA (Hybrid)
· Ms Eisha Mateen, F2022341027, BS English Language and Linguistics
A Comparative Study of Linguistic Construction of the Military in Urdu News Headlines: A Critical Discourse Analysis of Geo News and ARY News
Targeted Conference: 8th Annual International Comparative Literature Conference, Louisiana State University
Conference Dates: Mar 27–28, 2026
Location: Louisiana, USA (Hybrid)
This reflects expanding international research engagement and competitive global positioning.
7. Research Cluster Model & Student Exposure
One of the most impactful outcomes of URISE has been the development of a group research cluster model, which includes:
· Collaborative Roundtables
· Faculty–MPhil–BS Joint Presentations
· Alumni Integration into Research Panels
· Cross-departmental participation (DELS & DLC)
List of the Research Clusters is as follows:
a) Politics and Poetics of Digitalizing Shakespeare
· Adaptation Studies
· Shakespearean Studies
· Genre Studies
b) Post-memory and Reliving Trauma in Postmodern Literature
· Trauma and Memory Studies
· Post colonialism
· Feminism
c) Altered Bodies, Transgressing Boundaries
· Adaptation studies
· Post humanism
· Gender Studies
d) Culinary Culture and Literary Studies in the 21st Century
· Food, Identity, and Narrative Performance
· Gastro politics and Power
· Olfactory/Gustatory Memories and Experimental Fiction
e) Reimagining the Gothic: Forms and expressions in South Asian Literature
· Indigenous Gothic and Local Hauntings
· Postcolonial Gothic and Politics of Haunting
· Feminist and Queer Gothic Transformation
f) Eco anxiety and Hopepunk in Contemporary Short Fiction
· Emotional Ecologies in Contemporary Climate Narrative
· Hopepunk Aesthetics
· Digital Storytelling Climate
g) Identity, Variation, and Sociolinguistics Inquiry
· Identity Construction through Language
· Dialect and Sociolectal Variation
· Language Policy, Rights, and Identity Politics
h) Emerging Directions in Media, Meaning, and Pragmatic Practices
· Digital Discourse
· Pragmatic Strategies in Media
· Speech Act
i) Corporate Discourse and Brand Linguistics
· Corporate and Brand Myth Making
· Leadership Discourse and Corporate Culture
· Consumer Language and Marketing Strategy
j) Artificial Intelligence in Translation, Linguistics, and Literary Studies
· AI Enhanced Language Learning and Pedagogy
· Computational Literary Studies and Digital Humanities
· Critical AI Studies:  Power, Ethics, and Gender in Techno Cultural Narratives
8. Strategic Roadmap (2026-27)
Phase I: Consolidation (Spring–Fall 2026)
· Increase peer-reviewed journal publications to 5+
· Develop the edited volume proposals (Food & Memory Studies) for Springer Nature based on the above clusters and the research conducted under them
· Expand international hybrid participation
· Launch annual student research colloquium
Phase II: Expansion (2026–2027)
· Establish URISE as a formal SLA Research Cell
· Initiate URISE Biannual Magazine
· Create student research grants (small seed funding)
· Initiate international collaborative MoUs
· Develop interdisciplinary DLC–DELS joint research panels
· Target Scopus-indexed publication submissions

Phase III: Institutionalization
· Annual URISE Research Report
· Student Publication Awards
· SLA Research Mentorship Framework
· International Visiting Scholar Roundtable Series
Conclusion
The URISE initiative has evolved beyond an internal research mentoring platform into a structured academic incubation model. Its measurable outputs, collaborative framework, and international engagement demonstrate its alignment with UMT’s vision for research excellence and global academic positioning.
With continued institutional support, URISE can become a flagship research initiative within the School of Liberal Arts.
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