[image: image1.png]


UNIVERSITY OF MANAGEMENT & TECHNOLOGY

SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES & HUMANITIES
Department of Education

Program


:

PhD in Education

Course


:

Social and Political Contexts of Education
Course Code
:
ED-700
Semester
:
Fall 2021
Credit Hours
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:
15 Sessions
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:
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:
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Email

:
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Course Description:
This course explores the wider historical, political, and social context of education in Pakistan and critically examines the social and societal factors that shape students' experiences and outcomes. The course examines different theorizations of sociopolitical factors, such as class, gender, ethnicity, indigeneity, and culture, and analyses how these factors relate to issues of access, equality, and diversity. The course also explores the sociopolitical contexts of the development and implementation of curriculum and assessment and analyses how recent trends towards marketization of education and the implementation of national curriculum and assessment policies interact with concerns about access, equity, and diversity.
Learning Outcomes: After the completion of this course the participants will be able to:
1. Identify possible purposes of education in our context
2. Become aware about state of education in Pakistan as identified in different data sources
3. Investigate about external political influences on higher education in Pakistan
4. Explore challenges faced by education leadership based on gender
5. Understand role of political, educational and community leaders in decentralization of education in Pakistan

6. Identify how politics of education shapes parental choices in education

7. Compare and contrast various models of public private partnership

8. Conceptualize mechanism to assure quality assurance in higher education

9. Identify challenges and opportunities to access to higher education

10. Investigate roles of NGOs and IGOs in primary and higher education of Pakistan

11. Review current research on political and social dimensions of education

12. Cognizant about research methodology employed by various researcher in the assigned literature 

13. Critically review literature and develop concept papers of assigned topics

Class Schedule:
· Day:

Saturday
· Timings:
3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Course Requirements: 
1. Assignment 1 Article Reviews-2



5+5
2. Assignment 2 Policy review




10
3. Assignment 3 Concept paper HST



20
4. Assignment 4 Review and Presentation of PhD Thesis
20

5. Attendance




:
05

6. Class Participation




:
05

7. Final Examination




:
30
Recommended Text
1. Cohen, L., Manion, L., & Morrison, K. (2007). Research methods in education. New York: Routledge.

2. Creswell, J.W. (2012). Educational research: planning, conducting, and evaluating quantitative and qualitative research. Boston: Pearson.

3. Fraenkel, J.R., & Wallen, N.E. (2009). How to design and evaluate research in education. New York: McGraw-Hill.

4. Mitchell, D. E. (2011). Shaping education policy. R. L. Crowson, & D. Shipps (Eds.). Routledge.
5. Youdell, D. (2010). School trouble: Identity, power and politics in education. Routledge.
Mandatory Reading Material
PhD Dissertations on Different Aspects of Social and Political Dimensions of Education. These shall be provided by the Resource Person

1. Chrystal, J. L. (2021). The Relationship Between External Influences and State Education Policy Processes (Doctoral dissertation, Walden University).
2. Taiyeb, A. (2019). Understanding External Policy Influences in Pakistani Higher Education (Doctoral dissertation, University of Toronto (Canada)).
3. Khan, M. M. (2010). Issues of access in public and private Higher Education institutions in Islamabad Pakistan. Open Access Dissertations, 186.
4. Saba, A. M. (2020). Globalization, Policyscapes, and the Complicated Work of NGOs for Education" Development" and Rights in Urban Pakistan (Doctoral dissertation, Indiana University).
5. Mela, M. (2012). How Public-Private Partnerships and Islam are related to Student Achievement: A Case Study of Pakistan. Columbia University.

6. Chughtai, M. (2015). What produces a history textbook? (Doctoral dissertation).
7. Sharif, A. (2015). The Policy Landscape of the Foundation Assisted Schools (FAS) Program: Counting the Human Costs in Policy Discourses. Michigan State University. Curriculum, Instruction, and Teacher Education.
8. Khan, A. R. (2017). Parental Choice in Education: A Case from Pakistan. The University of Wisconsin-Madison.

9. Taj, S. (2016). Challenges to female educational leaders in Kyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan. The University of Iowa.

10. Jaffery, Z. (2012). Making education accessible: A dual case study of instructional practices, management, and equity in a rural and an urban NGO school in Pakistan.
11. Khan, J. (2012). School or Madrassa? Parents' Choice and the Failure of State-Run Education in Pakistan. ProQuest LLC.
Mandatory Reading Material

Research Articles on Different Aspects of Social and Political Dimensions of Education. These shall be provided by the Resource Person

1. Axel Kuhn, Ute Schneider & Annika Schwabe (2021): Digital reading and gender inequality in higher education, Higher Education Research & Development, DOI: 10.1080/07294360.2021.2019201
2. Christopher Green (2021): Consequences of neoliberal traits in curriculum design; English influences and the implementation of moral education in schools in the United Arab Emirates, Globalisation, Societies and Education, DOI: 10.1080/14767724.2021.1993150

3. Christopher Hill & William Lawton (2018) Universities, the digital divide and global inequality, Journal of Higher Education Policy and Management, 40:6, 598-610, DOI: 10.1080/1360080X.2018.1531211
4. Essam Abdelrasul Bubaker Elkorghli (2021) The impact of neoliberal globalisation on (global) citizenship teacher education in Norway, Globalisation, Societies and Education, 19:5, 610-624, DOI: 10.1080/14767724.2021.1872369
5. Fatima Waqi Sajjad (2022): Rethinking education to counter violent extremism: a critical review of policy and practice, Ethics and Education, DOI: 10.1080/17449642.2021.2023998
6. Fehérvári, A. (2021). An education programme for the elimination of inequalities in Hungary. International Journal of Inclusive Education, 1-15.
7. Halil Buyruk (2021) The role of religious education in hegemony construction: the case of imam hatip schools in Turkey, Paedagogica Historica, 57:6, 657-674, DOI: 10.1080/00309230.2020.1762677

8. Irina Ciornei, Eva-Maria Euchner & Ilay Yesil (2021): Political parties and Muslims in Europe: the regulation of Islam in public education, West European Politics, DOI: 10.1080/01402382.2021.1927546

9. Janne Holmén (2022): The autonomy of higher education in Finland and Sweden: global management trends meet national political culture and governance models, Comparative Education, DOI: 10.1080/03050068.2021.2018826

10. José-Luis Gaviria (2022): EDUCATION: A COMPULSORY RIGHT? A FUNDAMENTAL TENSION WITHIN A FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT, British Journal of Educational Studies, DOI: 10.1080/00071005.2021.2024136
11. Karen Pashby, Marta da Costa, Sharon Stein & Vanessa Andreotti (2020) A meta-review of typologies of global citizenship education, Comparative Education, 56:2, 144-164, DOI: 10.1080/03050068.2020.1723352

12. Kazuya Fukuoka & Sachiko Takita-Ishii (2021): Teaching how to love your country in schools?: a study of Japanese youth narratives on patriotic education, National Identities, DOI: 10.1080/14608944.2021.1931084
13. M. Habib Qazi & Choudhary Zahid Javid (2021): Educational parlance of equity and inclusivity and students’ gendered national identity constructions in public schools in Islamabad, Pakistan, International Journal of Inclusive Education, DOI: 10.1080/13603116.2021.1889051
14. M. Habib Qazi (2021): Construction of students’ religious national identities in Pakistani state schools and its implications for minorities, Compare: A Journal of Comparative and International Education, DOI: 10.1080/03057925.2021.1886053

15. Michalis Constantinides (2021): High-stakes accountability policies and local adaptation: exploring how school principals respond to multiple policy demands, School Leadership & Management, DOI: 10.1080/13632434.2021.2016687
16. Muhammad Saud & Asia Ashfaq (2021): NGOs schools are promoting education for sustainable development in rural areas, Globalisation, Societies and Education, DOI: 10.1080/14767724.2021.1993796

17. Pasi Sahlberg & Trevor Cobbold (2021) Leadership for equity and adequacy in education, School Leadership & Management, 41:4-5, 447-469, DOI: 10.1080/13632434.2021.1926963

18. Pier-Luc Dupont (2021): Religious governance and the politics of equality in education, Ethnic and Racial Studies, DOI: 10.1080/01419870.2021.1905863
19. R. Goldstone, W. Baker & K. Barg (2021): A comparative perspective on social class inequalities in parental involvement in education: structural dynamics, institutional design, and cultural factors, Educational Review, DOI: 10.1080/00131911.2021.1974347

20. Rabia Ali & Asma Rasheed (2021) Women leaders in Pakistani academia: Challenges and opportunities, Asian Journal of Women's Studies, 27:2, 208-231, DOI: 10.1080/12259276.2021.1924481
21. Sicong Chen (2021): Educating for social justice in contemporary China: the politics of justice and injustice, Discourse: Studies in the Cultural Politics of Education, DOI: 10.1080/01596306.2021.1885347

22. Sigrid Brogaard-Clausen, Sofia Guimaraes, Clara Rubiano & Fengling Tang (2022): International perspectives on wellbeing and democratic living in early childhood curricula, Early Years, DOI: 10.1080/09575146.2021.2010663
23. Susan Swars Auslander, Barbara Meyers, Carla Tanguay, Stephanie Z. Smith & Kayla D. Myers (2021) High-Stakes Assessment in an Elementary Teacher Preparation Program: A Case Study of Multiple Stakeholders, Teacher Development, 25:3, 366-388, DOI: 10.1080/13664530.2021.1915371
24. Tamsin Hinton-Smith, Rosa Marvell, Charlotte Morris & Kimberley Brayson (2021): ‘It’s not something that we think about with regard to curriculum.’ Exploring gender and equality awareness in higher education curriculum and pedagogy, Gender and Education, DOI: 10.1080/09540253.2021.1947472

25. uha Suoranta, Nina Hjelt, Tuukka Tomperi & Anna Grant (2021): Reinventing Paulo Freire’s pedagogy in Finnish non-formal education: The case of life skills for all model, Educational Philosophy and Theory, DOI: 10.1080/00131857.2021.1974839
26. Wiel Veugelers (2021) How globalisation influences perspectives on citizenship education: from the social and political to the cultural and moral, Compare: A Journal of Comparative and International Education, 51:8, 1174-1189, DOI: 10.1080/03057925.2020.1716307
Evaluation of Participants’ Performance:
Grading shall be as per policy of the UMT.
University Regulations:
Policies related to excused absences, cheating/plagiarism, withdrawal and other related issues can be found in Participant Handbook located at http://www.umt.edu.pk/offices/registrar/ParticipantHandbook.html. As student and faculty at the University of Management & Technology, we are all responsible for adhering to these policies.
Attendance, Participation and Late Assignments:

All participants are expected to be regular and punctual. In case a participant is absent in six classes, she/he will get an ‘F’. Overall, 80 percent attendance is compulsory. Participation is an important part of this course. You must be an active learner because you will need to adapt what you are learning to your own teaching:

· Preparing for class by completing reading and writing assignments

· Remaining alert , attentive, and respectful during discussions and activities (e.g. reading irrelevant material, text-messaging, or sleeping are not appropriate)

· Respecting others’ opinions

· Avoiding offensive language and Displaying a positive attitude

Guidance - Counseling Service:
Participants are free to discuss the progress of their course during scheduled counseling hours. These hours will be communicated after commencement of introductory session. However participants are allowed to use other channels of communication like email, and telephone both land and cellular.

Written Submissions:
To receive a grade, each submitted assignment must be typed in a 12-point font size. At the top / front page of each assignment, please identify the name of the course, assignment, date of submission and your name or the names of each of the group members

Grammar and Spelling

Grammar and spelling are as important as the mechanics of writing in all assignments. It is critical that spell check is used in all word-processed documents and that your work is edited for correctness. Grammar and spelling will be part of the evaluation of your assignments.
Withdrawal:
Participation in this course indicates your acceptance of its teaching focus, requirements, and policies. However, if you believe that the nature of this course does not meet your interests, needs or expectations, if you are not prepared for the amount of work involved or if you anticipate that the class meetings, assignment deadlines or abiding by the course policies will constitute an unacceptable hardship for you. In such case you should drop the class by the drop / add deadline.
My Expectation

“I am very optimistic that you will use your existing talent, skills, capabilities, thinking, intelligence, and creativity to tackle challenges, opportunities, tension, conflicts, and stress built-in the course”. 
UNIVERSITY OF MANAGEMENT & TECHNOLOGY
School of Social Sciences &Humanities, Department of Education

Tentative Course Outline
	Week
	Topic/ activity

	1
	Introduction to course, expectations
Discussion: purposes of education

	2
	State of education in Pakistan

	3
	Relationship between external influences and state education policy process

	4
	Challenges to female educational leaders in KPK Pakistan

	5
	External policy influences in Pakistani higher education

	6
	Role of political, educational and community leaders in the decentralization of education in Pakistan

	7
	Politics of education: parental choice in education

	8
	Public-private partnership : a new regime 

	9
	Quality assurance in higher education: validation of test

	10
	Issues of access in public and private higher education institutions in Islamabad, Pakistan

	11
	Making education accessible: a dual case study of instructional practices, management, and equity in a rural and an urban NGO school in Pakistan

	12
	Politics of curriculum

	13
	The policy landscape of the foundation assisted schools

	14
	School or madrassa? Parents’ choice and the failure of state-run education in Pakistan

	15
	Recap


Assessment details: 

Dear scholars as you know that so far various educational policies have been either partially or fully implemented in Pakistan. Policy is supposed to reflect political commitment of the sitting government to bring certain changes among the audiences through education. Being a scholar of PhD Education program, you are supposed to not only know these policies but to critically analyse as well.

In this assignment you are expected to choose any ONE educational policy of your choice and submit a critical review keeping in view the questions given below. 
1. What is the aim of the policy?

2. What are the social and political contexts behind the policy?
3. The benefits of this policy?
4. Any identifiable problems with the policy?
5. How was the policy enacted and evaluated?
6. How the policy advanced issues of social justice and equity?
Due Date February 17, 2022

Assignment: Politics of High stakes Tests/Examination
Assessment plays an important role in decision making process at various levels. It shapes not only teaching learning process but used as an instrument of control especially when the assessment is of high stakes. The purpose of this assignment is to explore how the politics of testing shapes teaching learning process and thus impacting the outcomes.

You are expected to locate and review at least 10 articles, not published later than last 5 years, and address the following questions about the politics of high stakes tests. 

1. How different authors explained high stakes test in the literature?
2. Whose stakes are associated with high stakes examination. When an examination / test becomes high in stakes for various stakeholders.
3. What consequences are associated with high stakes test for different stakeholder i.e., students, teachers, educational administration, and even for country.
4. How the consequences associated with the high stakes’ tests are controlling the curriculum?
5. How the consequences associated with the high stakes’ tests are controlling the instruction?
6. Your own commentary about pros/cons of the high stakes’ tests and how the Govt should deal it to minimize its negative consequences and to maximize its positive consequences
Due Date February 25, 2022

Assignment 3: Review of Articles
Reading, and analyzing research literature help to identify current trends in social and political arenas in education. This practice helps the research scholars to review classical and contemporary commentary related to the topic, identify rationale of using a particular research methodology and the process used by the researcher to address the research questions, findings, and discussion. Furthermore, the article ends with suggestion for further research which helps the novice research scholars to identify area for their research. 
This assignment is planned keep in view above stated purposes and requires you to read two assigned research articles related to some dimensions of politics and socio aspect of education. You are further advised to follow instructions given at https://www.aresearchguide.com/write-an-article-review.html for writing the review.
Assignment 4. Presentation on Assigned PhD Dissertation related to Social and Political Dimensions of Education

You will be assigned a PhD dissertation, written by a Pakistani researcher in order to obtain PhD degree from foreign university. This shall help you to go through a lot of reading , understanding, and analyzing how the relevant author has gone through different important phases of PhD Dissertation. This practice shall help you to foresee, visualize and to some extent plan the same for your future research. You will read the whole dissertation and prepare your presentation keeping in view the following:-

1. Title of the thesis, author and university

2. Problem statement

3. Research objectives and questions

4. Brief literature review including conceptual / theoretical framework

5. Methodology

6. Findings

7. Recommendations

8. Strengths and limitations of the dissertation

9. What would you do differently and why?

10. How does this thesis help you think about your own work
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