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INTRODUCTION OF THE COURSE 

 Hadith being the word of the prophet SAW has a primary importance in the lives of Muslims. 

Without realizing and understanding the importance of Hadith its impossible to act upon the 

commandments of Quran. This course is primarlity designed to address the classification of Hadith 

and collections of Hadith. It will examine in detail the travels (rihlah) of Muhadditin to highlight 

the fact, how the word of been preserved and scrutinized. It also deals with the historical 

developments in the compilation and preservation of Hadith. The course will also address the 

western scholarship on Hadith and also the modern debates on Hadith.  

Course Objectives:  

Upon successful completion of this subject, students should: 

 be able to demonstrate an understanding of the different phases in the collating of hadith 

literature in the first three centuries of Islam 

 Understand the position of Hadith in explaining Divine legislation 

 Be enlightened with the knowledge of authentic documented transmission of Hadith 

 be able to discuss critically the methods used to classify hadith 

 be able to demonstrate an understanding of the hadith types and their definitions 

 be able to differentiate the level of authenticity between hadith narrations 

Teaching and Learning Methods 

 Lectures  

 Presentations and Discussions 

 Question-answer Sessions 

 Article Reviews  

Method of Assessment  

Article Review     :  30% 

Presentations   :  5% 

Class Participation    :   5% 



Mid Term   :  20% 

End Term Exam   :  40%  

 

Course Contents:  

1. Need and Importance of Hadith  

2. Introduction to Ulum al Hadith – the Science of Hadith Studies - Documentation of 

Hadith 

3. Types of Hadith Riwayat and Dirayat 

4. Types of Hadith Compilations  

5. Preservation of Hadith (Tahammul and Rijal) 

6. Rihla and Muhadditin 

7. Jirh wa Taadil (Integrity of Narrators 

8. Isnad and Its significance 

9. The Function of Prophetic Tradition and Islamic Law, Theology  

10. Distinctive Hadith Developments in Andalusia, Sub-Continent 

11. Western Debates over the Historical Reliability 

12. Debates over Prophetic Tradition in the Modern Muslim World 

 

Recommended Text Books 

1. Mustafa Azami, “Studies in Hadith Methodology and Literature” 

2. Abd al-Rauf, Muhammad. “Ḥadīth Literature—I: The Development of the Science of 

Ḥadīth.” In The Cambridge History of Arabic Literature: Arabic Literature until the 

End of the Umayyad Period. Edited by A. F. L. Beeston et al., 271–288. London: 

Cambridge University Press, 1983. 

3. Ahmad, Shahab. “Ḥadīth.” In Encyclopedia Iranica, Vol. 11. Edited by Ehsan Yar-

Shater, 442–447. Boston: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1982–. 

4. Brown, Jonathan. Hadīth: Muhammad’s Legacy in the Medieval and Modern World. 

Oxford: Oneworld, 2009. 

5. Burton, John. An Introduction to the Hadīth. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 

1994. 

6. Kamali, Mohammad Hashim. A Textbook of Ḥadīth Studies: Authenticity, Compilation, 

Classification, and Criticism of Ḥadīth. Markfield, UK: Islamic Foundation, 2005. 

7. Robson, James. “Ḥadīth.” In Encyclopaedia of Islam. 2d ed. Edited by P. J. Bearman et 

al. Leiden, The Netherlands: Brill, 1960–present. 

8. Siddiqi, Muhammad Zubair. Ḥadīth Literature: Its Origins, Development and Special 

Features. Rev. ed. Cambridge, UK: Islamic Texts Society, 1993. 

9. Motzki, Harald., Nicolet Boekhoff-van der Voort and Sean w. Anthony, Nalaysing 

msulim Tradition: Studies in Legal, exegetical and maghazi Hadith. Leiden: Brill 

Publications, 2013 



 

  



  

  



 


