Theories of Comparative Politics for Developing Countries
Spring 2022 course outline and Syllabus

 Instructor: Muhammad Qasim
Email: Muhammad-qasim@umt.edu.pk
Office Hours: TBD or by appointment (Office: Level 5th Library building)
Course Description

This course is designed to introduce students to the main theoretical and conceptual issues in the field of Comparative Politics. Students will be offered a broad view of the selected themes, concepts and approaches that characterize the field, as well as an appreciation of how the field has evolved over time. The scope of the material will range from comparative paradigms, theoretical approaches, dominant methodologies, key issues, and debates in the understanding of contemporary politics and government in developing countries. The course focus would be on analyzing the forces and trends characteristic of politics in developing countries. We will use examples of all the major regions of the Third World (Asia, Africa, Latin America and the Middle East) in order to better understand the pervasive nature of the political crisis that has engulfed the developing world. Development vs. underdevelopment, developed vs. developing countries, first world vs. the third world… These are all contested terms and there is growing literature critical of development. Given these complexities, it is the goal of this course to discuss some of the major issues in the domain of political economy of development in order to provide a foundation for students to tackle more recent developments in the field of development and politics. 

Please make sure to read the material before each class in order to participate in the discussions. 

Course Objectives

First and foremost, this course aims to form the foundation for a broad theoretical and empirical knowledge of the concerns of the field of comparative politics. At the end of this course, students should be able to demonstrate a basic understanding of the relationships between individuals, actors, and processes across different political systems both historical and contemporary. In recognition that this course fulfills General Education requirements, we will seek to obtain a critical perspective on our politics and the politics of other parts of the world. A core objective in this course is to facilitate and/or cultivate a sense of critical awareness of the developing world. 
By the end of the course graduate students should:

• be equipped with the necessary skills to formulate a meaningful research question, learn 

to draft a two-page research or grant proposal on a comparative politics topic

• be prepared to write a comprehensive field examination in Comparative Politics

• have a better sense of the breadth of the field, its intellectual history, the theoretical and 

methodological approaches and debates and
Plagiarism:
Plagiarism is a serious problem and refers to dishonestly representing someone else’s ideas as your own. Plagiarism is punished by disciplinary council and usually results in an F as course grade and sometimes heavier penalties. All students must understand the meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences (For a good guide to consult  (http://www.buowl.boun.edu.tr/students/favoidingplagiarism.htm ).

The Department of Political Science and International Relations has the following rules and regulations regarding academic honesty.

1. Copying work from others or giving and receiving answers/information during exams either in written or oral form constitutes cheating.

2. Submitting take-home exams and papers of others as your own, using sentences or paragraphs from another author without the proper acknowledgement of the original author, insufficient acknowledgement of the consulted works in the bibliography, all constitute plagiarism. For further guidelines, you can consult: http://www.gc.cuny.edu/CUNY_GC/media/CUNY-Graduate-Center/PDF/Publications/AvoidingPlagiarism.pdf
3. Plagiarism and cheating are serious offenses and will result in:

a) an automatic F in the assignment or the exam,

b) an oral explanation before the Departmental Ethics Committee,

c) losing the opportunity to request and receive any references from the entire faculty,

d) losing the opportunity to apply in exchange programs,

e) losing the prospects of becoming a student assistant or a graduate assistant in the department.

The students may further be sent to the University Ethics committee or be subject to disciplinary action.
Students’ evaluation would be based on the following activates: 

· Class Participation (10%)

· Take-Home Exam (20%)

· Midterm Exam (20%)

· Research Paper (20%)

· Final Exam (30%)
CLASS SCHEDULE

Module 1 Week 1-4
Introduction to the course
· Introduction/Syllabus
·  What is Comparative Politics
·  History of Comparative Politics 
· Theoretical Perspectives 
·  METHOD & CONCEPTS 2/1 Methodology in Comparative Politics 
· Rational Choice Theory 
· Political Institutionalism
Reading for Modules 1

· Comparative Politics and the Comparative Method Author(s): Arend Lijphart Source: The American Political Science Review , Sep., 1971, Vol. 65, No. 3 (Sep., 1971), pp. 682-693
· The Compatibility of Behaviouralism, Rational Choice and `New Institutionalism'
By Keith Dowding
· Constructivist Comparative Politics: Foundations and Framework Daniel M. Green
Module 2 Week 5-8 
Introduction to Politics of Developing Countries

· Context of Third World Reality
Read preface of Howard Handelman: The Challenge of Third World Development Boston: Pearson, 2013, 7 th edition
· Contemporary Condition of Developing Countries
Read chap 1 of Howard Handelman: The Challenge of Third World Development Boston: Pearson, 2013, 7 th edition
 The Ideology of Development
· Easterly, W., 2007. “The Ideology of Development,” Foreign Policy, July/August.

· Easterly, W. spars with Leipziger D., Rubin, O., and A. Khan, H., 2007. “Letters: In Defense of Development,” Foreign Policy, July/August.

· Pardo, P., 2007. “The basic question? Has foreign aid ever lifted any country out of poverty?,” translated by Pfutze, T., El Mundo, 26 May.

Optional: Easterly, W. 2014. The tyranny of experts : economists, dictators, and the forgotten rights of the poor. New York : Basic Books.
Module 3 Week 9-12
Interpreting Western Development

· Skocpol, T., 1973. “A Critical Review of Barrington Moore’s Social Origins,” Politics and Society, IV (Fall): 1-34 

· Tilly, Charles, 1998. “Where Do Rights Come From?” in Theda Skocpol (ed.), Democracy, Revolution, and History (Ithaca: Cornell University Press), pp. 55-72.

Colonialism and its legacy 

· Young, C.M. (2004) "The end of the post-colonial state in Africa? Reflections on changing African political dynamics" African Affairs, 103: 23-49

· Nandy, A., 1992. “State,” in W. Sachs, ed., The Development Dictionary (London: Zed): 264-74.

· Turner, O., 2013. “’Finishing the Job’: the UN Special Committee on Decolonization and the Politics of Self-Governance,” Third World Quarterly, 34: 7, 1193-1208.

Module 4 week 13-16
Modernization Theory

· Lipset, S. M., 1959. “Some Social Requisites of Democracy: Economic Development and Political Legitimacy,” American Political Science Review, 53 (Mar.): 69-105.

· Portes, A., 1974. “Modernity and Development: A Critique,” Studies in Comparative International Development, 9 (Spring): 247-79.

Dependency Theory

· Wallerstein, I., 1979. The Capitalist World-Economy (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press): 1-36.

· Dos Santos, T. (1970) “The Structure of Dependence” The American Economic Review, 231-236.

· Dhammika Herath (2008) Development Discourse of the Globalists and Dependency Theorists: do the globalisation theorists rephrase and reword the central concepts of the dependency school?, Third World Quarterly, 29:4, 819-834
Democracy and Development:

· Karl, Terry Lynn, and Philippe C. Schmitter. 1991. "What Democracy is...And What It Is Not," in The Global Resurgence of Democracy, ed. M. F. Plattner and L. Diamond. Baltimore: John Hopkins University Press, pp.

· Parekh, B., 1992. “The Cultural Peculiarity of Liberal Democracy,” Political Studies, 40 (Special Issue): 160-175.
· Whitehead, L., 2002. “Democratizing Development,” prepared for the UNRISD project on Social Policy in a Development Context, Geneva.
· Hadenius, A. and Teorell, J., 2005. “Cultural and Economic Prerequisities of Democracy: Reassessing Recent Evidence,” Studies in Comparative International Development, 39: 4 (Winter): b87-106.

· C. Boix. 2011. "Democracy, Development, and the International System" APSR. 105(
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