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The course is designed with the intend to familiarize students how interdisciplinary Women’s Studies perspectives as informed by feminist scholarship shape and model new research techniques that emerge as change-makers in society. Thus, the main aim of this course is to create an understanding between the theory of Feminism(s) and action. The course will also examine a variety of issues and arguments that exist within feminist scholarship worldwide and will assess their meanings and applicability in the context of Pakistan.

Objectives:
After the completion of this course, students will be able to

· Develop Conceptual clarity about Philosophies of social sciences with the special focus on the philosophical roots of feminist research paradigm.
· Question how does feminist scholarship and feminist research challenges the ‘norms’ and ‘practices’ of civil societies?
· Provide a forum for the expression of their own understanding and perception of women, gender, and power structure so that strategies to be used beyond universities are formulated.

Contents:
1. Introduction to Feminist Research
1.1. What is feminist Research?
1.2. How it is different from other social sciences researches?
1.3. Philosophical roots of Feminist Research Paradigm
1.4. Theoretical background; need for feminist research; Research Paradigms.
2. Research T e c hni q u e s :
2.1. Ways of knowing women’s lives and experiences.
2.2. Women’s autobiographies and narratives
2.3. Qualitative, Quantitative, and triangulation methods
3. Research Process:
3.1. Identification of the problem
3.2. Conceptualization
3.3. Research Design
3.4. Data collection
3.5. Data analysis

3.6. Connection of research with real life situation
3.7. Research application
4. Data Collection Methods:
4.1. Preparation of standardized Questionnaires and tests
4.2. Pre-testing, reliability and validity issues
4.3. Structured, semi structured and unstructured interviews
5. Ethical Issues in Feminist Research:
5.1. Informed consent of the respondent
5.2. Due recognition of the respondents
5.3. Confidentiality and safety issues
6. Report Writing:
6.1. Use of library and information technology in Research
6.2. Information sources
6.3. Bibliographical sources
6.4. Reference and documentation
6.5. Types of bibliography
6.6. Endnotes and footnoting.
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