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Capsule Statement:
Tthraecsintagtus of w	omen in traditional political thought, this course studies feminist theory of power and representation, this course examines the critical question whether women’s struggle for their empowerment has resulted in giving them access to decision-making positions in the national life through the political platforms. The main thrust of this course is to assess the role of both men and women, at family levels and at societal levels, in recognizing the need of women’s real involve ment in pol i t i c s a nd n ot t h ei r token r ep res ent a t i on . An
i mp or t ant  segment of the course consists of the asnoaflywsi	omen’s formal and informal
political participation and the extent this participation in improving other women’s lives. The course is developed in the context of women’s experiences in Pakistan.

Objectives:
After the completion of this course, students will be able to

· Examine the cultural, structural, and political factors that shape women’s access to political power worldwide
· Assess the role of women in politics
· Examine barriers to the inclusion of women and gender concerns in politics

Contents:
1. Introduction to political thought
2. Theories of Political Science
3. Women’s role in the Pakistan movement:
3.1. Formal Political Participation, Informal Political Participation
3.2. Women as Candidate
3.3. Female politicians and the media
3.4. Electing Women to national legislatures
3.5. Gender equality in politics.
4. Representation of women in Local bodies, jirgas and village councils,  and  at grass root levels.
5. General concepts regarding women’s political participation: a comparative study of societal attitudes and social constraints and religion oriented traditions.
6. Women’s representation in politics
6.1. Role in political  parties
6.2. Role  in  the parliaments
6.3. Sources of empowerment and leadership

6.4. Case studies of female legislators
6.5. Issues of women’s representation and participation in electoral process
7. Political empowerment
7.1. Vote casting
7.2. Awareness regarding political processes
7.3. Equal opportunities of political representation
8. Capacity building: Women’s Leadership skills training.
9. The roles and responsibilities as female legislators
10. Women’s   political   census;   in   Local   Councils and  in	Provincial and National Assemblies
11. Awareness-raising
11.1. Transformational politics
11.2. Political participation as human rights
11.3. Electoral System in Pakistan
11.4. Local Government Ordinance 2000
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