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Capsule Statement:
This course begins by first looking at the concepts of justice, fundamental human rights, and of the need of a system ensuring protection of justice and human rights. Further, this course examines the complexity of the legal system in the context of women and the emerging dichotomies that affect gender equation in Pakistan. The course would also explore whether women had or have shared the law-making process, and if not, what impeded this participation. The three major areas focused in this course are the laws enacted by the Parliament, the Islamic law, and the customary law. We would assess carefully whether these systems, as they exist in Pakistan, promote or discourage gender and class-based discrimination. Another area of investigation in this course is to assess the efforts of the government in implementing International Conventions and Covenants against gender discrimination. Finally, the course would look at the efforts made by women, individually and collectively, for amending and changing the laws.

Objectives:
After the completion of this course, students will be able to

· Assess the status of women in the legal system.
· Comprehend the nature of the legal system of Pakistan.
· Explore how social justice and equity, and economic freedom can be guaranteed through the instrument of law.
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