PAKISTANI LITERATURE: WOMEN’S CONTRIBUTION AND PORTRAYAL

Capsule Statement:
This course highlights the contribution of Pakistani women writers to the field of literature and explores the role of women writers in shaping Pakistani literature. Also, the focus of the course is on the representation of the feminine, female and feminist consciousness as portrayed in literary texts and on studying the emerging archetypes. It focuses on the components of women and gender as meaningful and balanced representations in different genres of literature. The course discusses literature produced by female writers as an element to sensitize society as regards to the complexity of gender.

Objectives:
After the completion of this course, students will be able to

· To understand the contribution of Pakistani women writers to the field of literature
· To assess how social attitudes have shaped perceptions of women in literature and women’s self-perceptions
· To read critically, logically, and analytically women/gender elements presented in a text
· To analyze how women writers have depicted women’s experiences in order to challenge patriarchal discourse

Contents:
1. Why do we study women, gender, and literature?
2. Overview of women writers and presentation of women and gender in literature: A case of West and of the Subcontinent
3. Literature in the National language
3.1 Short Stories:
3.1.1 Chothi ka jora by Ismat Chughtai
3.1.2 Dahan-e-Zakhm by Khalida Hussain
3.1.3 Thappar by Hajra Masroor
3.1.4 Amar bail by Bano Qudsia
3.1.5 Jal hai sara jaal by Zahida Hina
3.1.6 Pardah by Tahira Iqbal
3.2 Novellette:
3.2.1 Agle janam mohe bitya na keejo by Qurat ul Ain Haider
3.3 Selected poetry:
3.3.1 Ada Jafferi

3.3.2 Shabnam Shakeel
3.3.3 Zahra Nigah
3.3.4 Perveen Shakir
3.3.5 Fehmida Riaz
3.3.6 Kishwar Naheed
4. Literature in English
4.1 Novel:
4.1.1 Salt and Saffron by Kamila Shamsie
5. Literature in Regional Languages
5.1 Short Stories
5.1.1 Sadhraan, saleeb te ik mutyar by Riffat
5.1.2 Baboozay by Zaitoon Bano
5.1.3 Shareef Zadi by Noor ul Huda Shah
5.2 Selected Poetry
4.1.1 Nasreen Anjum Bhatti
4.1.2 Attiya Dawood
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