POLITICAL EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN AND GRASS ROOT LEVEL ISSUES IN PAKISTAN

Capsule Statement:
This course explores the ways in which the social and cultural constructions of gender influence the nature and practice of political life in Pakistan. . The course is organized around a variety of topics, blending issues of exclusion and empowerment. The course begins by laying out debates surrounding gender and economics. We then move to examine specific synergies between gender and politics, exploring the issues of political representation, political participation, public policy, the body politic, the political economy, development, violence, rights, political mobilization and transnational issues. Using case studies, as well as lessons from practitioners, the course surveys a variety of issues and debates related to gender and politics.

Objectives:
After attending this course, the students will be able to;

· Understand gender in power relations
· Importance of women in political fields
· Evaluate societal and state responses related to gender
· Examine contemporary political issues tied with gender

Contents:
1. Women in Political Philosophy
1.1. Liberal Feminism
1.2. Feminism and Marxism
1.3. Difference Feminism
2. Masses and Movements
2.1. Women’s Political Citizenship Movements in the 20th and 21st Century
2.2. Trends in Women’s Political Participation
2.3. “Gender Gap” in Voting
3. Women Political Participation and Public Opinion
3.1. Gender Gaps
3.2. Women role in political economy
3.3. Women politics and developed world
3.4. Women politics and developing countries
4. Impact of Women on Politics
4.1. Where and How Women Impact Politics
4.2. Critical Arguments

4.3. Comparative Analysis
5. Women in Politics and Policies
5.1. Women in politics and governance impact
5.2. Understanding women politics and social context
6. Women and Governance
6.1. Women and Electoral Politics
6.2. Behavior and the Influence of Women in Legislatures
7. Future Trends
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