ADVANCED RESEARCH METHODS

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
At the heart of every science are the methodological strategies that distinguish the scientific perspective from other forms of knowledge-building. Sociology has been a maturing science for more than a century, with a wide range of methods that trained researchers use to investigate social phenomena. The present course serves as an introduction to the dominant approaches and important tools that sociologists often employ to study social life. By the end of the academic term, students should have a much greater appreciation for what distinguishes sociological research from other disciplines (e.g., the humanities) and other approaches to knowledge-building such as religious authority, tradition, common sense, and mass media communications. In combination with our introductory class in statistics, the course ideally should provide students with a range of practical skills and prepare students for more advanced study in social research methods and statistics. 

GRADE BREAKUP:
	Class participation and attendance			10%
	Quizzes							20%
Mid-term exam						30%
Final Exam     						40%

 REQUIRED TEXT 
The following text is required reading and available at the bookstore: 
Neuman, W. Lawrence, and Karen Robson. 2012. Basics of Social Research: Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches (2nd Canadian edition). Toronto: Pearson Education Canada. 
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