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Capsule statement:
This course examines the historical and contemporary roles of women and men in different religions of the world. Beginning with the discussion of women’s status in major religions of the world, particularly in Judaism and Christianity and Islam, this course looks at the historical and contemporary understanding of God as a masculine power and critically examines the profound implications of this andocentric concept not only on the religious and spiritual experiences of women but also on the development of the society in general. We will read empirical studies about Muslim women and Islam to assess the complex intersections between traditions, male authority, state power, and women’s vision. This course will critically take an account of Pakistani society where, discriminatory cultural and customary practices are rampant under the cover of religion. Also, rights of minorities in context with religion will also be taken into account.  
Objectives:
The purpose of this course is to
· Introduce the students to the views of different religions about women and gender
· Help the   students how to differentiate between cultural practices and real injunctions of Quran
· Enable students to critically examine the gender roles in world’s major religions
Contents:
1. Introduction to world’s major  religions
1.1. Judaism
1.2. Christianity
1.3.  Islam
1.4. Hinduism
1.5. Buddhism
2. Eve and Adam: The Story of creation
3. Pre-Islamic Middle East: the coming of Islam
4. The major themes of the Qur’an
5. Women and gender in the Qur’an
6. Female Figures in the Qur’an
7.  Tafsir, Hadith, the Sunnah, Shariah, and the State power
8. Islam, gender and patriarchy: Male authority-issuance of Fatawah and the role of the State power
9. Women in early Islamic history: the family of the Prophet (PBUH). Mothers of the Believers and the Prophet’s (PBUH) daughters
10.  Muslim Family life: marriage, divorce, birth control and abortion, and custody of children
11.  Sexuality in Islam: issues of modesty, virginity, chastity, purity, and ‘family honour’
12. Concept of  Nishuz: the Law of Obedience
13. Women’s economic freedom:  property rights, inheritance and gainful employments
14. Women and spirituality: women in Sufi literature; women Sufis
15. Women interpreting Islam: Islamic feminism?
16.  Women and political leadership
17. Challenges and issues of the present century for Muslim women with special focus to Pakistan
18. Gender, minorities and religious norms
18.1. Concepts of freedom and tolerance
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