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Capsule Statement:

This course examines the development of women’s human rights in International, National and Religious perspectives from legal, political, social and cultural dimensions. Topics covered in the course include history of UN human rights mechanism, International system for protection of women’s rights, Muslim family laws and recent amendments in Constitution of Pakistan. 

Objectives:
After the completion of this course, students will be able to 

· Familiarize with the knowledge of the relationship between gender and human rights
· Explore origins, development and challenges of integrating gender into human rights law discourse and practice
· Introduce relevant international bodies and instruments and critical analysis of law within the context of women’s rights protection

Contents:
1. Introduction
1.1.  International Women’s Human Rights and Categories of Difference: Understanding the boundaries of human and human rights
1.2. Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR)
1.3. International Covenant, Civil and Political Rights, thru 28
1.4. International Covenant, Economic, Social, Cultural, thru 13
1.5. Highlights from relevant HR Documents
1.5.1. International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, Pt. I
1.5.2. Convention against Torture, Pt I, gist of Pt. II
1.5.3. Supplemental Convention on Abolition of Slavery, 1-4
1.5.4. Declaration on the Elimination of Intolerance Based on Religion, all
1.5.5. Declaration on the Right to Development, 5, 6, 8
2. International system for protection of women’s rights
2.1. Historical development
2.2. Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women
2.3. Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women and its Protocol
2.3.1. Overview
2.3.2. Work of Committee
2.3.3. CEDAW and Cultural consideration
2.3.4. A Reservation to the Women's Convention and Objections to that Reservation
2.4. World Conference on Human Rights: Vienna Declaration, I, 1-23, 28-30; II, 22, 36-53
2.5. Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action: Beijing+5 Political Declaration and Outcome
2.6. Declaration on the elimination of violence against women
3. Islam and Human rights
3.1. Islamic Human rights and the Last Sermon of the Holy Prophet (SAW)
3.2. Cairo Declaration on Human Rights in Islam (CDHRI)
4. Constitution of Pakistan – Safeguards for women
4.1. Muslim Family Law in the subcontinent
4.2. Muslim Family law Ordinance 1961
4.2.1. Marriage, polygamy, divorce, dissolution of marriage otherwise by divorce, maintenance, dower, and gifts, parents and child guardianship, will and inheritance.
4.3. Changes introduced in the criminal laws: Law of Evidence, Shariyat Act, Rajam, Qisas and Diyat, Hudood and Punishments.
4.4. The Protection against Harassment of Women at Workplace Act, 2010
4.5. The Acid Control and Acid Crime Prevention Act, 2010
4.6. Child Marriage Restraint Act 1929/ 2016
4.7. The Punjab Protection of Women Against Violence Act 2016
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