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GS-615 	 QUALITATIVE RESEARCH METHODS

Capsule Statement:
This course gives an introduction to a range of qualitative research methods and clarifies these in relation to qualitative methodologies, theoretical perspectives and philosophical debates. The course addresses data analysis and complex questions of validity and reliability in qualitative approaches.

Objectives:
 The basic purpose of the course is to enable students to; 
· Explore the central concepts, issues, and dilemmas associated with qualitative research.
· Provide opportunities for students to experience the full cycle of a research project—from initial design of the project to writing a final report
· Analyze qualitative research studies
· Become familiar with the principles and methodologies of a number of paradigms within qualitative research (e.g., ethnographies, case studies, applied research, critical studies, etc.)
· Explore the practical dimensions of qualitative research, such as creating a research design, conducting interviews and observations, and analyzing qualitative data
· Understand a range of ethical considerations involved in conducting qualitative research

Contents:
1. Introduction and overview of course
1.1. The nature of qualitative inquiry
1.2. Focus on the conceptual/theoretical framework  
1.3. Theory and its role in qualitative research 
1.4. Philosophical standpoints
1.4.1. Positivism
1.4.2. Interpretivism
1.4.3. Critical Theory
2. The Research Process & Methodology Design
2.1. Qualitative and quantitative methods
2.2. Operationalization and Conceptualization
2.3. Triangulation
2.4.  Access
2.5. Researcher as tool of research and technical/practical concerns
2.6. Discussion of use of human subjects in research 
3. Research Orientations
3.1. Ecological
3.2. Ethnographical
3.3. Phenomenological
3.4. Critical
3.5. Symbolic interactionism
4. Qualitative Methods and Techniques
4.1. Literature Review
4.2. Internet Search
4.3. Content Analysis
4.4. Historiography and Oral Traditions
4.5. Sampling
4.6. Unobtrusive Measures
4.7. Interviews
4.7.1. Structured to indepth interviews
4.7.2. Focus Group Interviewing
4.8. Case studies
5. Research Types
5.1. Electronic Research
5.2. Case Study Research
5.3. Ethnographic Research
5.4. Grounded Theory Research
5.5. Focus Group Research
5.6. Action Research
5.7. Narrative Research
5.8. Discourse Analysis
6. Ethical Issues Reinforced
6.1. Ethical codes of practice
6.2. Consent
6.3. Objectivity
7. Analysis and Report Writing
7.1. Audience identification
7.2. Theme and sub-theme development
7.3. Synthesis
7.4. Analysis and interpretation
7.5. Presentation for impact
8. Future of Qualitative Research and Technology
8.1. Analysis software
8.2. Reporting techniques
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