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Learning Objective 

This fundamental course deals specifically with architectural theories with reference to criticism 

that reviews the writings of major critics, philosophers and architects. It will also discuss 



alternative critical perspectives. Course also deals with the selected projects and practices, in 

contemporary architecture considered from a critical perspective and in the context of 

changing forces and paradigms of contemporary times, technology, ecology and culture. 

Its an introduction to the history and current state of architectural theories and movements 

 Rationalism I: The development of Italian rationalism in the 1960’s, the theory of 
Rossi form. The architecture of the city to analogous City 

 Rationalism II: Rationalism in practice and the development of approach in other 
countries.  

 Contemporary classicism: Urbanity and classical tradition. Inspiration and copying, 
architectural roots in building with respect to the works of Rossi, Grassi, Krier. 
Foster, Rogers, Hopkins, Grimshaw, Horden Venturi, Graves, Stern, Hollein, Tschumi, 
Oma, Hadid, Gehry, Eiseman, Foster, Calatrava etc. 

 Understanding of contemporary directions in architecture in the rest of the world 
through studies of the ideas and works of different renowned architects. 

 

Learning Methodology 

 Lectures as provided in the schedule of the semester activities 

 Assignments related to various studied topics.  

 

Grade Evaluation Criteria 

Following is the criteria for the distribution of marks to evaluate final grade in a 

semester. 

Marks Evaluation       Marks in percentage  

           

Quizzes        15% 

Assignments/ Practical                                                  15% 

Mid Term       20% 

Presentations 10 

Final exam 40% 



Total 100% 

Recommended Text Books 

Not applicable 

Reference Books 

 

Calendar of Course contents to be covered during semester   

Week                                 Activity         Reference 

Week 01 

 

Lecture on Return to Classicism, Revivalism, and, Beaux art and 

architecture, Art Deco, Neo –Gothic.  

Class notes 

Week 02 

 

Lecture on Art Nouveau, Buildings in that era and its characteristics. Class notes 

 

Week 03 

 

Change in architectural trends of 20th century. Lecture on Modernism 

and principles prevailing in that particular style. 

Class notes 

Week 04-05 

 

Works of various architects of modern architecture. Study of Le 

corbusier manifesto and Bauhaus school of thought. 

Class notes 

Week 06 

 

Lecture on Post modernism. Principles and design principles followed 

in that particular style. 

“COMPLEXITY AND CONTRADICTION”. Manifesto of Robert Venturi  

Class notes 

 Sir Banister Fletchers. “A History of Architecture” 

 Watkin, David. A history of Western architecture. 

 Harbison, Robert. Travels in the history of architecture 

 Yajnanedra Pratap Singh.Encyclopedia of “World Art and Architecture” Vol 1, Vol2, Vol 3. 

 Owen Hopkins, “Reading Architecture ,A visual dictionary”. 
 
 



(a famous architect that brought new style). 

Week 07 

 

Lecture on Hi Tech architecture. Principles and study of architects 

following hi tech architecture. 

Class notes 

 

Week 08-09 

 

Study of different buildings of hi tech architecture and their 

characteristics  

Class notes 

Week 10-11 

 

Lecture on De-Constructivism. Characteristics and study of architects 
with the examples of buildings. 
Study of famous architect Philip Johnson and his manifesto 
explaining the theory of de constructivism. 

Class notes 

Week 12-13 

 

Contemporary Architecture. Study of various architects worked on 

contemporary architecture and their buildings. 

Class notes 

Week 14-15 

 

Architecture of Pakistan. Assignment and Presentation on selecting 

any building within Lahore and analyzing its characteristics according 

to the above studied architectural styles. 

Class notes 

 

Week 16 Final Term Exam (16th Week) Class notes 

 


