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Course Title: Introduction To Poetry 
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Aim: Students will become familiar with various forms of poetry of many different periods including the Middle Ages, the Renaissance, the 18th Century, Modern and Contemporary periods. Students will learn various methods of reading poetry and of analysis of poets and poems.


Objectives:

By the end of the course, students will be able to:

· Recognize poetry from a variety of cultures, languages and historic periods

· Understand and appreciate poetry as a literary art form

· Analyze the various elements of poetry, such as diction, tone, form, genre, imagery, figures of speech, symbolism, theme, etc.

· Identify a variety of forms and genres of poetry from diverse cultures and historic periods, such as haiku, tanka, sonnets, ballads, dramatic monologues, free verse, etc.

· Recognize the rhythms, metrics and other musical aspects of poetry

· Read and discuss selected poems in translation

· Apply the principles of literary criticism to the analysis of poetry

· Broaden their vocabularies and to develop an appreciation of language and its connotations and denotations

· Develop their critical thinking skills>

· Develop a deeper appreciation of cultural diversity by introducing them to poetry from a variety of cultures throughout the world

· Develop their own creativity Enhance their writing skills

Course Description: This is an introductory course as prerequisites. Our focus will include the careful study of successful poems, and a series of exercises that will help students approach writing as artisans—with attention to detail, attention to craft, and attention to the process as well as the product. Robert Frost once said, “No surprise for the poet, no surprise for the reader.” This introductory poetry course introduces poetic techniques that contemporary poets use to create their own surprises. A main goal of poetry is to allow the senses to overwhelm thought. We will study established poems to see how they make meaning through sensory images. We will also push ourselves to infuse our own writing with concrete details, careful choices, and delightful surprises. This course includes Geoffrey Chaucer, John Milton, Blake, Wordsworth, S.T. Coleridge, Robert Frost, Philip Larkin, Ted Hughes and William Henry Davies.
Weekly schedule:
	Weeks 
	Topics

	Week 1
	Introduction into Poetry. Figurative Language. Sound Devices. Comprehensive introduction to the four ages of poetry.

	Week 2
	Geoffery Chucer- selections from The Canterbury Tales

	Week 3
	Geoffery Chucer continued – - selections from The Canterbury Tales

	Week 4
	Johan Milton – a selection from Paradise Lost

	Week 5
	Alexander Pope - a selection from The Rape of the lock 

	Week 6
	William Blake - selections from Songs of Innocence and Experience

	Week 7
	William Wordsworth – excerpts from the 1800 Preface to  Lyrical Ballads, a selection of poems from Lyrical Ballads

	Week 8
	Samuel Taylor Coleridge a selection of poems from “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner”.

	Week 9
	Midterm Examination 



	Week 10
	Introduction to Modern Poetry.

	Week 11
	Ted Hughes – Hawk’s Monologue, The Thought Fox, Full Moon Little Frieda

	Week 12
	Robert  Frost – The Road Not Taken, Tree at my Window, Neither Out Far Nor in Deep

	Week 13
	Philip Larkin – Church Going, Mr Blleaney, Ambulances

	Week 14
	William Henry Davies – Leisure, The Rain, The Best Friend

	Week 15

	Final Exam


REQUIREMENTS

In this course, students are expected to:

· Attend all class sessions for requisite number of hours and participate in class activities 
· Complete all assignments in time

· Prepare and appear in all announced/ unannounced quizzes 

· Respect and benefit from diverse, often opposing, values and opinions

· Make use of the criticism offered by the instructor and peers positively by revising the work

· Make use of  library, dictionary, take notes, and raise questions during reading tasks

· Fully participate in class discussions and help foster a discourse community by listening to the peers’ views and ideas as well as articulating their own in an effective manner

· Pass midterm and final term exam
· Demonstrate the skills and ability to succeed in the next level of the required English courses

COURSE POLICIES

· Late submission of assignments will not be entertained. 
· Academic honesty should be assumed.

· Avoid Plagiarism. All the cases of plagiarism will be referred to controller’s office. Please click the link given below for university policy on plagiarism.   (http://www.uvas.edu.pk/news/HEC_PLIAGERISM_POLICY.pdf)

· Students who miss more than six lectures will not be allowed to attend the final examination.

· Teacher reserves the right to make new rules and changes to the course, if required.

· Laptops and cell-phones must be switched off during lectures.

· No retake of missed quizzes. 

MODES OF COURSE DELIVERY

· Moodle web-based course management
· Power point presentations, visuals
· Discussions (group, peer)
· Cooperative learning (group work)
· Articles reading from internet
· Handouts
· Activities (charts, paper strips, cards, etc)
· Documentaries/movies/video clips, audio
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

	
Tasks
	Marks 

	Quizzes

	10%

	Assignments
	10%

	Presentations
	10%

	Attendance/ Class Participation
	

5%

	Mid Term
	30%

	Final Exam
	35%
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