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Introduction:

The course is an introduction to modern general Linguistics. The approach is on a basic and general level with relevance for all students of languages.

What is a language? Languages can differ from each other very much, but only within certain limits. In order to understand why this is the case, a basic understanding is useful. Language is an important aspect in the lives of human beings. We cannot understand properly how people function without a clear picture of the role and nature of languages. Such an insight is also vital for those who make technical/digital tools for spelling, translations, search functions etc.

General Linguistics focuses on the analysis of cross-linguistic aspects. Examples of typical linguistic questions are: How are linguistic messages influenced by the context? (This approach is called Pragmatics.) How do words combine into phrases and sentences and in a certain way (Syntax)? How do sounds act in the language structure (Phonology)? What do the words and phrases mean and why do they mean what they mean (Semantics)? What happens when a language changes (Diachronic Linguistics)?
Learning Objective:
1. To understand all the major areas of the linguistics
2. To get familiarity with the core terms of the linguistics

3. To know the general information about the linguistics
Learning Methodology:
PPTs about the subject will be shared with the students. 

The students will participant in interactive discussions. 
The students will study and share the research articles related to the course.

Grade Evaluation Criteria
Following is the criteria for the distribution of marks to evaluate final grade in a semester.

Marks Evaluation





Marks in percentage 












Quizzes








10%
Assignments






5%
Mid Term







20%
Attendance & Class Participation



5%
Presentations /Term Project




30%
Presentations

Viva








10%
Final exam







20%
Total

Recommended Text Books:
1. George Yule (2004). The study of language. 4th Edition. Oxford University Press. file:///C:/Users/Administrator/Downloads/The_Study_Of_Language_4th_Edition
_pdf.pdf

2. John Lyons (1987). Language and Linguistics. Oxford University Press. 

Reference Books:

· Adrian Akmajian, Richard A Demers, Ann K. Farmer & Robert M. Harnish (2012). Linguistics: An introduction to Langauge and Communication. 6th Edition.

· Geoffrey Finch (2000). Linguistic Terms and Concepts

Calendar of Course contents to be covered during semester  
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	  Week
	                                    Course Contents                                                                 



	Reference Chapter(s)

	      1
	1. The origins of language

2. The properties of language


	

	      2
	3. Phonetics and Phonology


	

	      3
	4. Syntax


	

	     4
	5. Semantics


	

	     5
	6. Pragmatics


	

	    6
	7. Discourse 


	

	     7
	8. Critical Discourse Analysis


	

	     8
	9. Psycholinguistics


	

	    9
	10. First langauge acquisition


	


	     10
	11. Second language acquisition


	

	     11
	12. Sociolinguistics


	

	      12
	13. Cross-cultural communication


	

	      13
	14. Sign language


	

	     14
	15. Language and Machines


	

	     15
	16. Language variations
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